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HAS BECOME REALITY

AUTO-SLEEPERS
374

Brownhills have truly become the legendary name for 
supplying motor caravans. With up to 300 models always on 
display including the superb market leading range ol vehicles from 
Auto-Sleepers. Brownhills pride 
themselves on being number 
one for hospitality, service and 
choice. There's 78,000 square 
feet of area devoted entirely to 
motor caravans and a staff of 
65 that's always available to 
help with any enquiries.

Open 7 days with overnight parking facilities enabling 
you to take time to choose the right model. Auto-Sleepers 
and Brownhills. in reality, the better choice!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

BROWNHILLS
M0T0RCARAVAN & LEISURE CENTRE]
BROWNHILLS LTD - A1/A46 JUNCTION - NEWARK - NOTTS 
NG24 2EA TEL 01636 704201 FAX: 01636 640220www.vwT4camper.info - a useful website for owners and enthusiasts of VW T4 Transporter Campervans
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C f l | T h e  Auto-Sleeper Fords
Two h igh -tops -  F la ir and 

Duetto -  and three stylish coach- 
built m odels- Excelsior, Amethyst 
and Legend—  make up the Ford 
quintet.

^ V j T h e  Auto-Sleeper 
Volkswagens

A pair of elevating-roof Troopers, 
high-tops Trident and Topaz, ele
gant coachbuilt Clubman and LT 
Medallion—  six of the best from 
which to choose.

©The Auto-Sleeper 
Peugeots

Two stunning  new ‘S tyro fo a m ’ 
coachbuilts, Pescara and Pollensa, 
p lus h ig h -to p s  Harm ony and 
Symphony, and GRP monocoque 
E xe cu tive  and T a lism a n  —  an 
exciting Peugeot range for 1998.
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# " ^ T h e  Auto-Sleeper 
L e i  Mercedes-Benz

Stylish  V ito-based Montana 
high-top, plus coachbuilt Medallion 
on the new Sprinter.
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D avid and Julie Saunders are keen m otorcaravanners.
Every> y e a r  they go  abroad f o r  a month. This year, arm ed with a 
copy o f  Hugh Johnson’s ‘World Atlas o f  Wine’ they em barked  
upon a 3000 mile European wine tour, taking in the Rioja and  
Penedes regions o f  Spain over the Pyrenees, to the Roussillon  
and Corbieres vineyards, then up to through the Cote du Rhone 
and Burgundy regions and on to Alsace and some o f  the German 
grow ers around Stuttgart, and back via Reims o f  course!

Whatever yo u r  needs, y o u ’ll always f in d  a warm welcome at Cbieieley. Pop in f o r  a 
chat and a cup o f  coffee and f in d  out f o r  yo u rse lf  u b y  Berkshire M otor Caravans 
are Britain’s Number One dealer.

#  Part exchange and personal finance •  Xo-quibble guarantee 
•  Comprehensive after-sales service •  Full range of accessories stocked and fitted

€RKSH1R€ MOTOR fRRflVRNS
THE SOUTH’S MOST CENTRAL DEALER  -  SITUATED NEAR

JJm

Distributor
since 1980 | MOTORHOME DEALERS ASSOCIATION [

APPROVED DEALERAuto-Sleepers
P e rso n a l export, specialist sales to British F o rc e s  O verseas

Berkshire Motor Caravans, Oxford Road, Chieveley, Nr. Newbury , 
Berks. RG20 8RU Tel: 01635 248888 Fax: 01635 247044 
Open 7 days a week - we’re always pleased to see you.

BERKSHIRE
m o t o r  ^ ;
CARAVAN 
CENTRE

A34 SOUTHAMPTON
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FOREWORD
Welcome to the 1998 Auto-Sleeper 

Company Magazine. We hope you 
will find it informative and enjoy
able to read. In this Magazine we 
not only look forward to the future but to the past; 

enabling you to read all about our com pany’s 
extensive history.

This year we celebrate  our 37th birthday. 
Looking back to 1961, the year in which Auto- 
Sleepers began, we were a small cottage industry 
producing a handful of vehicles a year. Even then, 
quality of build and attention to detail were of 
paramount importance, and it is upon this bedrock 
that we have grown to be the United Kingdom’s 
largest manufacturer, exclusively producing motor 
caravans.

Each year we offer a new range of motor cara
vans and 1998 is no exception. Complementing 
our already extensive and most popular panel van 
and glass fibre monocoque coachbuilt range, is a 
new fam ily  o f A u to -S leep e rs . The P escara , 
Pollensa and Ravenna, launched at the 1998 Earls 
Court Caravan and Outdoor Leisure Show are an 
entirely new concept, being manufactured in a 
sty lish  and eye-ca tch ing  com bination  of 
Styrofoam and glass fibre. Featuring, also, a 
new design of furniture, this latest addition 
to the Auto-Sleepers family represents an 
exciting new range of vehicles, all of 
which are built to Auto-Sleepers tradi
tio n a l s tan d ard s o f q u a lity  and 
design. This new model range is,

perhaps, the most significant we have launched 
since our traditional glass fibre coachbuilt family 
in 1981.

Worthy also of note are the awards we have 
won during the past year. We were honoured and 
indeed delighted to win the Caravan Club Design 
Award for motor caravans; the Medallion being 
the worthy winner, the Executive runner up. 
These have been added to our already extensive 
show case that includes four G old M edals in 
International Coachw ork Com petitions, seven 
Caravan Industry awards for motor caravans and, 
not least, the Motorcaravan Motorhome Monthly 
and Which Motorcaravan Award.

Closely allied to our Company is the Auto- 
Sleeper Owners’ Club. By far the largest single 
make Club of its type in the United Kingdom, it 
continues to grow from strength to strength and the 
highlight of the year was undoubtedly the Club and 
Company Rally at the Three Counties Showground 
Malvern. You can read more of this action-packed 
weekend later on in the Magazine —  and should 
you be an Auto-Sleeper owner who is not yet a 
member, we strongly recommend you join!

None of our success, however, 
would have been possible without 

the on-going support of the chassis 
m anufacturers, our dealers and, not 
least, our own staff w ithout whose 
unstinting support our achievements, 
and hopefully your enjoyment, would 
not have been possible.

Pollensa, one o f three stunning new Peugeot coachbuilts for 1998
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M 6  North

Call in and Discover Todd’s incredible

60,000 sq ft indoor showroom!
(thats the size of one and a half football pitches all undercover).

No one offers a wider choice of new 
or used motorhomes than Todds - the 
big name in the motorhome market.

With showrooms of over 60,000 
square feet of floorspace, all under one 
roof.

On site we also have a 
comprehensive fully equipped workshop 
that can deal with simple routine 
service jobs to the most complex 
repairs. Our highly skilled mechanics Our fully stocked accessory department

ensure that customers vehicles get the 
best treatment possible to keep them 
on the road.

The vast range of motorhome 
accessories that we stock needs to be 
seen to be believed.

For your one-stop motorhome 
shopping coupled with the friendliest of 
service and advice why not try Todds? 
You will not be disappointed.

Closed on 
Mondays (except 
bank holidays)

Coote Lane, Lostock Hall, 
Preston, PR5 5HS

Tel: 01772 335360 Todds Leisure

Auto-Sleepers

www.vwT4camper.info - a useful website for owners and enthusiasts of VW T4 Transporter Campervans



A W A R D S

NOT THE FIRST-YET 
ALWAYS FIRST!

D ust flew up from the archives 
as I delved into th^ history of 
A u to -S leep ers , because  it 
started long ago. One of the 
most surprising revelations is that it was by 

no means the first manufacturer to realise the 
possibilities o f turning a light van into a 
‘motorised caravan’ —  that’s what they were 
called in the early days. There were already 
six conversions on eight vans in production 
as early as February 1960, the year in which 
the first few Auto-Sleepers were built.

Oh, the names that fell by the wayside: 
A irborne, B luebird, K enex, C althorpe, 
Paralanian —  all well established before Auto- 
Sleepers came on the scene, and all destined to 
fail, leaving the newcomer as the great survivor.

A 'phone call came in March 1961: sev
eral had been sold privately and had been so 
applauded that it had been decided to go into 
business producing the new motor caravan; 
would I like to see it?

On a fine spring day, in my little Triumph 
TR3A , I flew  along that gorgeous road 
through the Cotswolds from Stow-on-the- 
Wold to see the new product'for the maga
zine on which I then worked, The Autocar.

The new motor caravan was a refresh
ingly original design, and most impressively 
well built even in those early  days. We 
wrote of the ‘high quality of workmanship 
evident in its construction.’ Early beginnings 
—  and ways destined to continue.

Drawbacks with the early base vehicles 
were overcome when the Commer 15cwt 
was introduced. We had one for test later the 
same year —  maximum speed 63mph, 0 to 
50mph in 32.9sec, and price £914 —  about 
the same as a fam ily saloon such as the 
Morris Oxford.

Early years: a Com m er Auto-S leeper at  
Bantham beach, South Devon, in 1969.

Stuart Bladon gives a 
glimpse of the background 

to the Auto-Sleepers legend

new Talbot chassis called the Talisman, 
which four times won the top motor caravan 
award at the Earls Court Show, presented by 
the Caravan Industry.

The awards have kept on being scooped 
up by Auto-Sleepers, with four gold medals 
from the international coachwork competi
tion organised by IBCAM, more Caravan 
Industry awards, totalling seven at the last 
count, the prized Motor Caravan of the Year 
award, and two awards from motor caravan 
journals for the Ford Duetto in 1996. This 
year, an unusual addition to the bulging tro
phy cabinet was the m otor caravan fuel 
economy award, organised by The Caravan 
Club. It was won by Graham Macbeth dri
ving a Volkswagen Medallion.

An indication  o f the enthusiasm  and 
pride of ow nership show n by buyers of 
Auto-Sleepers is the thriving Auto-Sleepers 
O w ners’ Club, believed to be the largest 
club of its type in the UK.

New Auto-Sleepers products keep on 
turning up at caravan shows, each evolved 
after meticulous design care to make the best 
use of the space available, and last year 
brought new M ercedes-Benz models, the 
Montana and Medallion, and there is also a 
Medallion based on the new Volkswagen LT 
35 chassis. I took one to France, and wher
ever it was parked it aroused tremendous 
interest and admiration, with frequent calls 
for a conducted tour inside.

Auto-Sleepers' success story, now near
ing its 38th year, is one of survival in a field 
where dozens of competitors have failed. 
The key to it all is undoubtedly the endless 
quest for perfection. If the company were to 
adopt a motto, it would probably be: “If it 
isn’t perfect, it’s simply not good enough.”
A  Bedford C F  A uto  S leeper in the N ew  
Forest in 1972  -  at the tim e quite the  
best van conversion on the market.

A look to the future. The Auto-S leeper 
VW  Surf concept m otor caravan at the 
1996 Motor Show, National Exhibition  
Centre, Birmingham.

Our closing comment, that it 'offered the 
most practical solution to the needs of the 
motorised caravanner’ was later adopted for 
some time in Auto-Sleepers’ advertising.

The business thrived, and though the 
com m ent was made that “W e’ve sold so 
many now we can no longer claim to know 
every purchaser personally,” many o f the 
buyers came back to show their satisfaction 
by buying again. Brand loyalty is a hallmark 
of the Auto-Sleepers success story, resulting 
from the unique combination of thoughtful
ness in the design and the consistently high 
standards of materials and build quality.

T hese  have  been reco g n ised  in an 
unprecedented series o f awards and acco
lades over the years. The great achievement 
was the 1980 introduction of the Bedford- 
based SV100 with a new concept of coach- 
built styling, designed by the late William 
Towns of Aston Martin Lagonda fame, and 
brilliantly executed in glass fibre. It paved 
the way for an elegant model based on the 
A n d  a look a t the past. A n  early Com m er 
Auto-Sleeper, on perm anent display at 
the National M otor Museum , Beaulieu.
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P R O D U C T I O N
An overview  o f  
the Auto- 
Sleepers plant; 
to the left the 
adm inistrative  
offices, R&D  
Departm ent and 
Stores  —  to  the 
right the main 
production  
facility, Paint 
Shop and new  
vehicle storage  
area.

F
or over 37 years Auto-Sleepers 
has been producing motor cara
vans to the highest standards of 
quality. Unlike other m anufac
turers. they successfully combine technolo

gy with bespoke craftsmanship, for so long 
the hallmark of their illustrious name.

For 1998, A u to-S leepers o ffer their 
most extensive model range to date; based 
on Ford , M ercedes-B enz, P eugeot and 
V olksw agen, there are 17 m odels from  
which to choose. Significant for 1998 is the 
introduction of the new Styrofoam coach
built range. How refreshing to see such 
stylish design and superb new furniture —  
coachbuilts for the Millennium no less!

The production cycle is best described 
by following a notional vehicle from deliv-

Auto-Sleeper production —  a combination 
of technology and craftsmanship

AVTO-SLEEPERS
ery to Willersey by transporter to its emer
gence, several weeks later, as an Auto- 
Sleeper. Production starts well before this in 
the Research and Development Department, 
where months are spent ii) market research, 
considering new designs and evaluating 
new equipment. A rtists’ im pressions are 
studied in detail and the arduous task of 
manufacturing moulds begins.

At all stages, close liaison takes place 
with the base vehicle manufacturers. For 
example, where roof apertures are cut out, 
it is imperative that the strength is reinstat
ed by additional reinforcement, so that ulti
mately the vehicle shell remains within the 
to rsional envelope . A u to -S leep ers’ in- 
house Homologation Engineer ensures that 
each new model conforms to the appropri
a te  W hole  V eh ic le  T ype A pproval 
Legislation and other such criteria.

Before a new vehicle enters production, 
a ll aspects, bar none, are m eticu lously  
drawn and all prototype parts proved. Once 
all parts have been obtained —  in itself a 
complex exercise —  a number of prototype 
vehicles are manufactured for testing pur
poses and a variety of other roles. Some are 
used in systems analysis, ventilation checks 
and weight monitoring, others in training 
production personnel, in preparation of the 
new model entering production. The new 
m odel is accom pan ied  by app ro p ria te

draw ings and parts list —  everything to 
ensure smooth phasing into production.

As the Com pany grow s, so does the 
need for more professionally qualified staff. 
A long-term training programme ensures 
that their many skills and qualifications are 
updated, and that a broader base of employ
ees are taught such skills and disciplines. 
To this end, Auto-Sleepers w ork closely 
with the local Technical College.

M any P ro d u c tio n  F o rem en  and 
Managers have passed both the Certificate 
and D iplom a course o f the In s titu te  o f 
Supervisory M anagem ent. W ith m iddle 
management on further courses —  largely 
N V Q ’s relating  to their own skills —  a 
sound base of training is already in place

8

from  w hich to build  for the future. The 
range of skills in the factory is astonishing: 
over 40 personnel hold City and Guilds or 
equivalent in carpentry, gas fitting, plumb
ing and electrical skills. Among these are 
C O R G I (C o u n c il o f  R eg is te red  G as 
Installers) fitters and NICEIC (N ational 
In sp e c tio n  C o u n c il fo r E le c tr ic a l 
Installation Contracting) approved electri
cians. Add vital skills such as upholstery, 
vehicle maintenance, and many more, and 
it’s clear that the old adage “training pays” 
really applies at Auto-Sleepers.

P roduction schedules ensure that all 
components are to hand once production 
begins. At weekly Production Mix Meetings 
s ta ff  from  the S ales , P u rchas ing , and 
Production Departments sign off every vehi
cle specification. This ensures that vehicles 
are built to customers’ needs and prevents 
queries from interrupting production flow.

Many items are sourced from abroad —  
windows from Luxembourg, cushions and 
carpets in Belgium, roof ventilators, blinds 
and fly sc reen s  in G erm any, taps from  
Holland. The base vehicles are manufac
tu red  in  G erm any , B elg ium  and Ita ly . 
Clearly, meticulous planning is vital.

A key document for each vehicle is the

Welding is carried out to  the stringent 
demands o f  BSS782 in a bespoke booth  
using the latest equipment.
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REVISITED

Gas appliances (centre) are tested to 
twice their working pressure  —  readings 
are noted and retained.

An overview  o f  the M etalwork Shop  
(right)  —  note the reinforcing hoops on 
the Ford Duetto, ensuring that torsional 
rigidity remains unaltered.

Build Standard Report, on which all aspects 
o f the v eh ic le  b u ild  are re co rd ed  and 
retained for a minimum of 12 years. Every 
action, serial num ber and safety-related 
operation is noted, even the type of crock
ery and the water filler key number, plus 
details o f trims and paintwork. This enables 
Auto-Sleepers to offer exemplary service 
through the A fter Sales Department, pro
viding parts even for obsolete vehicles.

O nce all docum entation  is in place, 
panel vans pass to the M etalw ork Shop

where all vulnerable areas are protected. 
Apertures are marked using registered tem
plates, regularly checked for wear and dam
age; all cut steelwork is treated with paint 
and a self-sealing membrane as directed by 
the base vehicle manufacturer.

In the Metalwork Shop seat belt brack- 
etry is fitted and bases for the seats are 
torqued to the floor, according to vehicle 
manufacturers’ specification. All forward- 
facing seats are fitted with inertia-reel lap- 
and-diagonal seat belts, for which the sup
porting framework is robust and extremely 
w ell engineered, fabricated  by w elders, 
working to the strict standards of BS5782.

Once the vehicle is signed off by the 
Metalwork Shop Foreman —  all vehicles are 
meticulously signed in and out of every sec
tion with very careful inspection for any dam
age —  it then moves into the main factory.

At its next destination the floors, insula-

Prelim inary discussions in R& D  (above) 
take place m onths ahead o f  production.

tion, wiring looms and carpets are fitted, 
prior to the roof being lowered into position 
by e lec tro-pneum atic  lifting  gear. This 
allow s the roo f to be low ered on to the 
vehicle with infinite precision, ensuring not 
only a perfect fit but a first class weather
p ro o f seal using the la test h igh-perfor- 
mance polyurethane sealer.

Concurrently the coachbuilt models, in 
an adjacent bay, have their galvanised chas
sis extensions and rear comer steadies fit
ted, prior to the m onocoque glass fibre 
coachwork being mounted. In an adjacent 
factory, windows, stainless steel roof racks 
and ladders are fitted  before coachbuilt 
m odels reach  the ir own assem bly line. 
After meticulous checks for quality, build 
and specification, furniture units and other 
components are installed. Modular build is 
very much the norm at Willersey: shower 
modules are sealed most thoroughly inside 
and outside, prior to installation. Furniture 
units, seats and bed boxes are also manu
factured as m odules. I saw a Symphony 
kitchen unit —  complete with cooker, oven, 
refrigerator and sink —  being lifted into the 
vehicle with the utmost care. The furniture, 
all pre-polished, looked magnificent!

Teams of unit fitters, alongside CORGI

Registered gas fitters, work in parallel to 
ensure all modules and components are cor
rectly fitted. Auto-Sleepers test all gas and 
electrical appliances prior to fitting —  a disci
pline that has proved to be most cost effective.

At the heart of the Paint Shop, and spe
cially designed to take into account fitted 
furniture and glass fibre roofs, the spray 
booth’s interior is controlled for tempera
ture and hum idity, allow ing pain t to be 
applied using the very latest technology. 
O perators w ear full protective gear and 
breathing equipm ent. W ell ahead of the 
game, Auto-Sleepers now use virtually sol- 
vent-free w ater-based paints, 
anticipating legislation due to 
be introduced in 1998.1 was 
encouraged  to  note that 
key  P a in t Shop s ta ff  
w ere  on a T ra in in g  
Course in the use of
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Electrolux cares

because you 
care about a 
good nights 
sleep.

Electrolux offers unique noiseless, 
vibration-free absorption refrigerators 
to all those, who care about a good 
nights sleep.

Electrolux Awnings: enjoy 
your olace in the shade
and relax.

For a perfect climate on the move 
Electrolux AirConditioners are 
freon-free.

Portable, cool, convenient ■ 
Electrolux Portable 
refrigerators and Coolers.

New! Electrolux RM 4271 L.
77 litre capacity. Wheel arch 
model with interior light.
There are models with large freezers^ 
for installing over a wheel arch. Some 
are so intelligent that they switch auto
matically to the best energy source, 
l 2 v, mains or gas.

.................................>
Please send me further information about 
O  Absorption refrigerators O  Portable refrigerators 
O  Electrolux Airconditioning O  Electrolux Awnings

To: Electrolux Leisure Appliances,
Oakley Road, Luton LU4 9QQ.

Name

Address

THE SIGN OF COMFOR'
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P R O D U C T I O N

these m aterials w ith ICI at Slough. In a 
newly acquired adjacent factory, stripes are 
applied to the colour-im pregnated  GRP 
coachbuilt bodies. Any rectification work 
poses little problem  since the n  
ca lib ra ted  sca les o f A uto- I  
Sleepers’ microfiche paint-mix- I  
ing tables allow a perfect match, a

T he P a in t Shop is b u t a 
short run from  the fin ishing 
line, where our Auto-Sleeper is 
s ta rtin g  to tak e  shape.
Primarily this line is responsi
ble for fitting soft furnishings, 
cab carpets, cab seats, curtains 
and cushions.

The second-fix electrics are 
fitted and tested to the demand
ing  s tan d ard s  o f  the 16th

The hallmark o f  Auto- 
Sleepers is its hand- 
polished furniture  —  

a team o f eight are
E d itio n  o f  the IE E  W iring  responsible for this 
Regulations, after which a full imPortan* operation. 

gas test is undertaken. Auto- 
Sleepers now use digital testing equipment, 
and wiring is predominately by loom. Gas 
system s are pressure-tested  tw ice, once 
using a conventional water ‘U ’ gauge and 
lastly, before the vehicle is signed off, by a 
sophisticated digital tester which records 
both the readings and the test date. Water 
systems are also pressure-tested —  again 
digitally. At the time of my visit I noticed a 
gas flow meter under test —  another new 
piece o f equipm ent, dem onstra ting  yet 

aga in  th a t A u to - 
Sleepers do not shy

sign vehicles off this line, Auto Sleepers, as 
in so many other ways, are that little bit dif
ferent. A djacent to the finishing line are 
four bays into which all vehicles pass for

■ assessm en t by the Q uality  
I  Inspection Team. Headed by the 
I  Quality Assurance Manager, this 
|  team checks each and every vehi- 
I cle meticulously —  indeed these

few words by no means demon 
I  stra te  the depth  by w hich the
■ vehicle inspection takes place. 

In s id e , o u ts id e  and
underneath is but the minimum. 
Interestingly, I met up with the 
Q u a lity  A ssu ran ce  M an ag er 
many times during my visit —  
check ing  bu ild  q ua lity  in  the 
m ost u n ex p ec ted  p lace s — 
en co u rag in g  in d eed  fo r any 
future Auto-Sleeper owner!

aw ay from  the la te s t 
te ch n o lo g y . Q u ite  the 
reverse in fact.

W hereas I am sure 
most manufacturers would

L ittle  m en
tion has been made of two other 
vital departments within the pro
duction system. The Trim Shop 
combines traditional skills with 
th e  la te s t tech n o lo g y . 
Traditional in applying quality 
velours and materials to panels, 
w h ile  u sin g  th e  la te s t sp ray  
equipment and non-toxic adhe
sives. Solvent-based adhesive is 
a th in g  o f th e  p a s t at A u to - 
Sleepers, who employ two types 
o f  adhesive  ap p lica tion : one 
water-based and more effective 
with velours and certain special
ist m aterials; the o ther a hot- 
m elt glue dispenser for use in preparing 
trim panels.

A  tim e-consum ing but 
vital operation is the 
m aking o f  m oulds  —  

here a shower tray 
m ould is given its  
finishing touches.

The Paint Shop (top left) features a spe
cially designed paint booth  —  water- 
based paints are now  used throughout.

The electro-pneumatic lifting gear (top) 
allows roofs to be raised and lowered  
with the utm ost precision and safety.

Overview o f  the assem bly lines (above) 
—  regular inspections ensure the factory  
is m eticulously clean and tidy.

The Woodshop is full of tradition, but 
not sawdust —  cleanliness matches that of 
the factory. My lasting memory is of the 
n um erous tem p la tes  s to red  above this 
department, each in its bespoke racking, 
each duly labelled and regularly audited for 
wear or damage.

At the end of the conversion process, after 
sign-off by the Quality Inspectors, vehicles 
are stored in the new vehicle compound, 
awaiting delivery by Transporter to Auto- 
Sleepers’ extensive dealer network. No one is 

gjp» allowed to enter a vehicle in this
com pound w ithout it being 
returned for inspection and clear- 

- i /  ̂  ance by the Quality Inspectors.
M y annua l v is it to  A uto- 

Sleepers is one I enjoy enor
m ously . E ach  y ea r I no tice  
small but significant im prove
ments, leaving a lasting impres
sion of a Company well geared 
for the future and one whose 
product is as always a combina
tion of traditional craftsmanship 
allied to the latest technology. 
The philosophy has served this 
W orcestershire Company well 
for 37 years —  I see no reason 

why it should not continue to do so for 
many more to come.
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For the latest choice 
of new and used 
AutO'Sleepers 

please phone for details

129 SOMERFORD ROAD • CHRISTCHURCH • DORSET BH23 3PY TEL: 01202 471929

ustomers

.4 leadin
A ward for Sales and Customer Service
1985-1995.
Large display site open seven days a week.
Wide selection o f carefully prepared 
previously owned motor caravans.
Friendly helpful advice for first time buyers.
We all use motor caravans and look forward 
to sharing our years of experience with you.
Relax while you buy your motor 
caravan the Cotswold way.
Ongoing commitment to after 
sales and customer care.

■ Cars and caravans taken in 
part exchange.

■ Competitive finance terms 
available, written 
details on request.

■ Tax free export.
■ Modifications for disabled.
■ Phone for current stock list.
■ Monday to Saturday 

9 am -5.30 pm.
Sunday 11 am-5  pm

nom cm/ms
CHELTENHAM ROAD EAST, CHURCHDOWN, GLOUCESTER 

TEL: 01452 857131 FAX: 01452 857041

www.vwT4camper.info - a useful website for owners and enthusiasts of VW T4 Transporter Campervans



P R O D U C T I O N

TRAINING FOR 
SUCCESS

Dealer Familiarisation Courses are conducted at 
Auto-Sleepers on an annual basis. John Wickersham, 

writer and broadcaster, joined the trainees.

workshop staff will be enhanced even fur
ther by the launch of a Monthly After Sales 
and Service Bulletin.

The first o f the current series o f courses 
was held in mid-October 1997. Each ses
sion comprised a full day of instruction, 
supported by specially prepared literature 
on key  to p ic s . In to ta l 42 S e rv ice  
Engineers attended the three sessions with 
representation from 20 dealers.

The day ’s focus was ex traordinarily  
w ide in its scope. T echnical specialists 
from Electrolux, Carver and Cheltenham 
L am in a tin g  jo in e d  the team  o f  A uto- 
Sleepers’ own staff, to brief those present 
on their own specialist equipment. The pre-

Specialists advise on the maintenance of Electrolux refrigerators Dealer staff provide feedback on the content of future courses

I o one can question the ener
gy exerted by Auto-Sleepers 
to  d e liv e r  h ig h -q u a li ty  
motor caravans to discern

ing  custom ers . P a in s tak ing  e ffo rts  are 
made to ensure that every product leaving 
the factory attains the highest standards of 
workmanship.

But this is only part o f a manufacturer’s 
efforts to m eet the needs o f custom ers. 
After-sales care is important too. There’s 
servicing, repair work and the installation 
o f accessories to take into account —  and 
this is where dealers play a key role.

A wide range of components and appli
ances are fitted into a modem motor cara-

one suggests that with such a multifarious 
array of assembled components that repairs 
are never needed. M oreover, appliances 
like a refrigerator or a space heater must be 
serviced periodically in accordance with 
their manufacturers' instructions. So it is at 
this point where a dealership with knowl
edgeable and skilful service engineers can 
advise and provide a service to owners.

It is recognised that in extreme cases, a 
badly damaged motor caravan might need 
returning to Auto-Sleepers’ factory for spe
cialist attention. But this is the exceptional 
situation. Nearly all normal repairs should 
be undertaken by dealerships and sharing 
Auto-Sleepers’ expertise with dealer work-

van, and keeping everything in safe and 
efficient working order calls on consider
able expertise. O f necessity, a service engi
neer needs a wider knowledge about ser
vicing procedure and repair strategies. No 
one is better placed to provide training 
courses than the manufacturer.

W ith this in mind, D ealer W orkshop 
S ta ff  F am ilia risa tio n  C ourses are now 
b e in g  co n d u c te d  a n n u a lly  by A u to - 
Sleepers. W hat’s more, the all-im portant 
dialogue needed between manufacturer and

sentation was prefaced by a tour o f the fac
tory w hich provided an insight into the 
manufacturing process. It also reaffirmed 
the meticulous attention to detail that is the 
hallm ark  o f A u to -S leep ers’ custom ers. 
Thereafter the day was spent in topic-by- 
topic presentations, during which time del
egates were able to report on their own 
experiences in the after-sales field.

Total honesty underpinned the in ter
change of ideas. The quest for excellence 
is Auto Sleepers’ avowed intention, but no

shop  s ta f f  en su re s  th a t e x c e lle n c e  in 
C ustom er C are m atches the s tandards 
achieved in manufacturing.

A c c o rd in g ly , these  D ea le r 
Familiarisation Courses are conducted with 
all the professionalism  that is associated 
with Auto-Sleepers’ ideology. They exem
plify the care and commit
ment that the Company 
extends to owners of a 
p re s tig io u s  
caravan.
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S in ce  1973. S o u th e rn  C r o s s  M o to rh o m e  C e n tre  
has bee n serving cu sto m ers  from S u rre y  a nd  the 

H o m e  C o u n tie s  with all their m o to rc arava n nin g  needs. 
Du ring  this time w e  h a ve  built up an enviable  reputation

for supplying quality n e w  and used 
J J ‘ 1  J J  - J  vehicles at realistic prices, ba ck ed  up by 

I a n  after sales service that is se co n d  to 
r n o n e .  W e  are proud to h a ve  received 

A u t o -S l e e p e r s  G o l d  A w a r d  annually  
since 1985. O u r  loyal cu stom er base and 

innovative sales a nd  m arketing policies h a ve  e na b le d  our 
business to e x p a n d  steadily ove r the years. W e  usually 

ha ve  between 40  and 50 n e w  a nd  used m odels on display 
■ M H l l B a H  and offer ful1 servicing facilities together 

with a well stocked a c c e s s o ry  shop. O u r  
r; B B w j j B M i H  unique ‘C o n c e p t ’ f in a n c e  p la n  and T r y  
t :'. b e fo re  y o u  b u y ’ s c h e m e  h a ve  proved

ve ry  popular with existing 
m o to rc a ra va n ne rs  and first time b u ye rs  

alike. C a ll  in a n d  m e e t  th e  t e a m  at 
S o u t h e r n  C r o s s  s o o n  -  Y o u ’ll  s e e  th a t  

lik e  A u to -S le e p e r , w e  a re  a ls o  
C o m m it t e d  to  E x c e lle n c e .

MOTORHOME CENTRE

P a n tile s  P a rk, L o n d o n  R o a d  (A 3 0 ) ,  
B a g s h o t ,  S u r r e y  G U 1 9  5 H N  

Te l:  (0 1 2 7 6 ) 452111 
F a x :  (0 1 2 7 6 )4 5 2 8 8 8

Part of the Marauis Motorhomes Grom

pK&n

W IN D S O RJ8/9.

BRACKNELL

BAGSHOT

CAMBERLEY^ W O K IN G

J4
F R IM LE Y

O^A3
G U IL D F O R D

f a r n b o r o u g h '

Please send me further information on the range of 
Auto-Sleepers currently in stock.

Nam e.

Address.

www.vwT4camper.info - a useful website for owners and enthusiasts of VW T4 Transporter Campervans



AUTO-SLEEPERS
FOR 98 Motor Caravan Magazine’s Paul 

Carter reviews the 1998 range of 
Auto-Sleeper motor caravans.

v;'

I t ’s no accident that Auto-Sleepers can count so many aw ard-winning and  
top-selling  m odels am ong their range o f  van conversions and coachbuilt 
motor caravans. ‘A  Company Committed to E xcellence’ are their watchwords, 
and this determination shows in the products from  Willersey.

M y efforts to describe individual models in the range fo r  the coming year  
are seriously lim ited by the space available. To avoid any unnecessary repeti
tion, here are some important features you should note when buying a m otor 
caravan  —  all o f  which are standard in every Auto-Sleeper.

k A uto-S leepers are m em bers o f the 
'M otor Caravan Section of the Society 

of Motor Manufacturers & Traders, and of 
the N a tio n a l C aravan  C o unc il, M oto r 
Caravan Sector.

> All Auto-Sleeper motor caravans fea
tu re d  on the following pages comply

with the SMMT/NCC Habitation Code 201 
for Motor Caravans.

• Auto-Sleepers are fully recognised by 
all the base vehicle manufacturers —  
Ford, M ercedes-B enz, Peugeot, Renault 

and Volkswagen —  and all models comply 
w ith  th e ir  re s p e c tiv e  e n g in e e rin g  
requirements.

> Auto-Sleepers are CORGI registered 
and fit gas appliances in accordance

w ith BS 5482. A ll gas appliances have 
flame failure devices and each appliance 
its own isolator tap.

.Auto-Sleepers are NICIEC enrolled, 
and approved electricians ensure that 

the 230v system s com ply w ith the 16th 
E d ition  o f the In s titu tio n  o f  E lec trica l 
Engineers Wiring Regulations. Wiring and 
appliances are protected by a residual cur
rent device and miniature circuit breakers.

• Auto-Sleepers represents the SMMT 
M otor Caravan Section at BSI in the 
UK, the European Federation, and CEN, 

which is the European committee for stan
dardisation, and sets the European stan
dards and influences European legislation 
related to motor caravans.

. Auto-Sleepers are represented on the 
N a tio n a l C arav an  C o u n c il’s 

T ech n ica l C o m m ittee , w h ich  looks at 
many safety aspects for the habitation of 
motor caravans.

. And do not forget that Auto-Sleepers 
have not only been producing motor 

caravans for over 37 years, but are the 
U nited K ingdom ’s largest m anufacturer, 
exclusively producing motor caravans.
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THE ONE DETAIL 
THAT MAKES ANY 
MOTOR CARAVAN 
SPECIAL.
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When you see what lies behind the Peugeot badge, 
you realise what an important detail it is. 

Here are just some of the Boxer’s special features:

^  Gear lever facia mounted, providing excellent 
legroom, and unobstructed access into rear.

^  Height-adjustable driver and passenger seat belts.

^  Anti-submarining driver’s seat.

•j( Choice of unrivalled Peugeot diesel or petrol 
engine performance.

^  Built-in safety, with rigid all-steel cab construction.

^  Large wrap-around windows for excellent visibility.

^  Low (50cm) step for easy access into cab.

^  Stereo radio/cassette player.

^  6 year anti-corrosion warranty.

1 year manufacturer warranty.

^  1 year AA Peugeot Assistance for UK and 
continental Europe.

^  Back-up of 400 dealers nationwide.

And much, much more.
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Looking for your 
next Auto Sleeper?

Start Here

HAMPSHIRE and DORSET
MOTORCARAVANS

^  Wide Choice... Superb selection of new and used Auto Sleepers 

Personal Service... Ken Saunders and his experienced team 
offer the same unrivalled service year after year 

► Dependable Company... With over 20 years of Auto Sleepers 
experience. Our reputation is the envy of many other dealers 

Find out why * Contact us today!

O l 2 0 2  4 7 '9 4 'V I -
Iford Bridge (main A35) Oak Avenue, Christchurch, Dorset BH23 2QA.
Open 7 days a week March - October. 6 days a week November - February

‘BIGGER
“I’ve bought 

all my motorcaravans 
from Spinney’

“W ell worth 
the extra few 

miles down the 
motorway”

MR QUIGLEY,
COCKERMOUTH,
CUMBRIA

an d
BETTER 
THAN
EVER!’

OVER 100 NEW AND USED VEHIC 
ALWAYS ON DISPLAY! (!

“Their 
interest 

didn’t stop 
after we 
bought’

“Nowhere else 
s quite like 
Spinney”
MR N.J. HATHAWAY,

“There’s always 
something for 

eveiyone at 
Spinney”
MR BLEWITT, 
ANGLESEY,
NORTH WALES

“I’ve been a 
Spinney fan for 
nearly twenty 

years”
DENIS LUMLEY,
WEM,
SHROPSHIRE

Auto-Sleepers

of Auto-Sleepers 
in the 

North of England
This year Spinney have 

their biggest ever selection 
o f new and used motorcaravans: 

with over 100 vehicles on 
display and all the leading 

makes in stock. There’s 
something for everyone, 

from the first-time buyer to 
the most experienced camper, 
with unbeatable part exchange 
allowances and some great deals 

available. There’s never been 
better value at Spinney! 
W e’re so easy to get to 

-  just 2 miles out o f  Knutsford, 
ontheA 537. Auto-Sleepers

nney
IRE. WA16 8SB

ni 565 634011

Come and take 
a closer look! 
SALES 

SERVICE 
HIRE

•  BIRMINGHAM

GLOUCESTER
'W E 'V E  GO T IT A LL'

MAsraDtumAsggiB.

•  CARDIFF

f  01JNTRY 
MOTOR HOMES LTD 01934 732503
k Turnpike Road (A38), Lower Weare, Nr Axbridge, Somerset. Fax: 01934 7 3 3 2 4 6 ^www.vwT4camper.info - a useful website for owners and enthusiasts of VW T4 Transporter Campervans



T H E  A U T - S L E E P E
PEUGEOTS

The Peugeot Boxer retains pride of place in the Auto-Sleeper line-up thanks to 
its well-planned and appointed cab, and not least the choice of engine and 

chassis options.

uild quality, mechanical 
reliability and a spacious, 

jw e ll-p lan n ed  cab have 
a ll c o n tr ib u te d  to 

cementing the Boxer’s leading posi
tion at Auto-Sleepers. Add flexibility 
of engine and chassis choice, and it’s 
no wonder that the Boxer takes the 
lion’s share.

Standard power unit for all Auto- 
Sleeper Boxers is Peugeot’s llObhp, 
tw o-litre petrol engine, m ated to a 
five-speed gearbox. Other plus points 
are  p o w er s te e r in g , the s te reo  
ra d io /c a s se tte  and  d ig ita l c lock . 
Diesel and Turbo-Diesel engines can 
now also be specified as options on 
all 1998 models.

The short-w heelbase H arm ony, 
for exam ple, can be specified with 
either the standard two-litre llObhp 
petrol engine or optional 70bhp, 1.9- 
litre  D iese l, or the liv e lie r  92bhp 
1.9TDI. T here’s even m ore choice 
with the mid-wheelbase Symphony, 
w hich is availab le  w ith e ith e r the 
standard tw o-litre petro l engine or 
op tional 1 .9 -litre  D iesel, 1 .9 -litre  
TD i, 2 .5 -litre  n o rm ally  asp ira ted  
D iesel or 2.5TDi engine, the latter 
producing 103bhp.

W ith the luxury GRP coachbuilt 
Executive and Talisman there is the 
choice of the two-litre petrol engine or 
optional 1.9TD (92bhp), 2.5-litre nor
mally-aspirated Diesel (85bhp) and 2.5- 
litre TDi engine producing 103bhp.

Boxer’s dash-mounted five-speed 
gearshift is w ithout doubt its most 
popular feature —  light and positive 
in  use and  a llo w in g  un im p ed ed  
m o v em en t to  and from  the cab . 
M inor controls and sw itchgear fall 
easily to hand, while B oxer’s clear 
in strum en ta tion  and excellen t a ll
round  v is ion  com bine to take the 
stra in  ou t o f  d riv ing . O ther p lus- 
points for storage-hungry motor cara
vanners are B oxer’s nearside glove- 
box, driver’s door bin and underseat 
stowage areas.

D riv e r and  p a sse n g e rs  en jo y  
excellent ride comfort and road-hold
ing from independent front suspen
sion with MacPherson-type struts and 
anti-roll bar: at the back a rear tubular 
axle w ith sem i-elliptic leaf springs 
and  te le sc o p ic  sh o ck  ab so rb e rs  
ensure smooth progress.

Brakes on all Peugeot Boxers are 
servo-assisted, with a split-circuit I- 
H-type system comprising front discs

and rear self-adjusting drums, plus a 
load-sensitive proportioning valve. 
Depending on gross vehicle weight 
and engine type, front discs are either 
solid or ventilated.

Boxer’s anti-corrosion body pro
tection reflects the high standard of 
P eu g eo t’s saloon car range. Som e 
70% of body w eight features gal
vanised steel, with panel joints pro
tected by a w ater-tight m astic bead 
and body sections designed to pre
vent the accumulation of dirt.

R ust-inh ib iting  p rim er protects 
exposed bodywork from the effects of 
stone chips, with extra protection from 
e lec tro p h o re tic  body trea tm en t. 
Exposed underbody areas are sprayed 
with flexible PVC underseal and, as a 
final precaution, wax is pressure-inject
ed in all box and underframe sections.

P eu g eo t's  exce llen t after-sa les 
service is backed up by AA Peugeot 
A ssistance for the first 12 months 
after registration; this may be extend
ed to include overseas cover. The 
scheme includes AA member
ship —  Home Start, Relay 
and Relay Plus —  and a 
24-hour breakdown and 
parts supply service.

loer-AT
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PEUGEOT

arm ony  is the 
o n ly  A u to - 
S leeper Peugeot 
built on the short- 

w h ee lb a se  B o x er 270S . 
Compact on the road. Harmony 
is surprisingly  w ell equipped 
and is evidence, if needed, of 
A u to -S leepers’ experience in 
making the most practical use 
of available space.

There’s more. Harmony led 
the field as the first swb high- 
top to accommodate a fully-fit
ted shower compartment, com
ple te  w ith T hetfo rd  C asse tte  
to i le t  —  now  w ith  its  ow n 
water supply.

A uto-Sleepers enhance the 
B oxer’s cab w ith velour-cov- 
ered seats, cushioned arm- and 
headrests, and rear speakers for 
the stereo cassette radio. Safety 
and comfort for rear passengers 
derives from individual three- 
po in t inertia -ree l safety belts 
and sliding windows.

A ft o f the luxury cab, the 
lounge/d inette  seating  show s 
that unmistakable Auto-Sleeper 
fla ir fo r flex ib ility , allow ing 
you to adapt the arrangement to 
suit the mood: both cab seats 
swivel to face their respective 
rear seats to make twin dinettes 
w ith ind iv idual tab les. E asy- 
action runners in the rear seat 
bases ensure finger-tip control 
to set up a pair of relaxing set
tees, or a choice o f two single 
beds or a double. Designed as a

HARMONY
The smallest Auto- 
Sleeper, Harmony 
combines luxury 
with a surprisingly 
spacious interior —  
what else would you 
expect of an 
Auto-Sleeper?

ed for strength and durability, 
plus lined curtains at all but the 
k itch en  and w ash room  w in 
dows.

More storage is available in 
seat bases, plus a deep locker 
over the cab, and H arm ony’s 
generous wardrobe which also 
h o u ses  a s e a le d /v e n te d  gas 
locker accommodating a pair of 
4.5kg cylinders.

Naturally, mains electricity 
is standard, including a pair of 
230v outlets. Television users 
w ill appreciate the com bined 
12v power/coaxial cable socket. 
Lighting is mainly by 12v fluo
rescent units, but with one 230v 
fitting and a neat pair of flush- 
fitting 12v halogen spotlights.

F o r u ltim ate  com fort and 
c o n v en ie n ce , H arm ony  a lso  
boasts  ho t and co ld  w ater as 
well as temperature-controlled, 
blown-air heating.

tw o -b e r th , H arm ony  can be 
specified with a double bed in 
the h ig h -to p  in p lace  o f  the 
overcab storage area.

The cook’s dom ain boasts 
an easy -c lean  s ta in less  steel 
two-burner hob/grill and match
ing sink drainer, both concealed 
b en ea th  a p a ir  o f w o rk to p s 
w hich  are h ea t-re s is tan t and 
provide convenient work space. 
Storage for utensils, food etc — 
essential in any motor caravan 
—  is provided in a variety o f 
c u b o a rd s , d raw ers and  ro o f  
lockers, improved for 1998 with 
radiused hardw ood door p ro 
files, plus the latest Electrolux 
tilt-to lerant 2cu.ft refrigerator 
with freezer compartment.

Windows in the kitchen and 
double-skinned h igh-top  roof 
are top-hinged to maximise air 
through-flow . Side w indow s, 
with the exception of the wash
room, come with the latest Seitz 
blinds and insect screens, uprat-

The sm allest A uto-Sleeper, 
perhaps; H arm ony com bines 
luxury with a surprising
ly spacious interior —  
but w hat else would 
you e x p ec t o f an 
Auto-Sleeper?

ising-

M
A Fully a djustable  sw ivelling ca b  

se a ts  with a rm re sts . A&B form  
a sing le  b e d  or, w ith  A 
sw ivelled, a tw in dinette.

B Form s an inw ard facin g seat.
C Thermostatically controlled heater.
D Tw o -b u rne r grill/coo ke r with 

cup b oa rd  below .
E S ta in le ss  steel s ink  a n d  drain

e r with tilt-tolerant refrigerator 
b e lo w  and crocke ry cupboard  
above.

F S h o w er/to ilet co m p artm e nt.
G W ardro be w ith g a s  storage 

below .

H Forw ard facin g  s e a t with A 
swivelled form s a twin dinette. 
A&H form  a  single bed.

I Ta b le .
L  O ve rcab  locker.

Length 4826mm 
Width Exc. mirrors 2108mm 
Width Inc. mirrors 2375mm 
Height 2667mm
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PEUGEOT
SYMPHONY
Sleek design and distinctive styling are merely first impressions —  
Symphony is a practical and spacious high-top with a well-chosen spec
ification which is appreciated by the experienced motor caravanner.

Based on the m edi- 
u m - w h e e l b a s e  
B o x er, the

S ym phony  has 
more of a ‘coachbuilt’ look than 
m any o f its  co n tem p o raries . 
E m p h asis in g  th is  are the 
Sym phony’s top-h inged  w in
dows in the kitchen and high- 
top, plus sliding windows in the 
dinette. The latter benefit from 
the latest Seitz blinds and insect 
screens, uprated for strength and 
durability, plus lined curtains.

A rm ch a ir  cab  sea ts  w ith  
cushioned head restrain ts are 
adjustable for reach and rake, 
plus height adjustm ent for the 
driver. A detail safety feature is 
the recessed cab curtain track.

Rear seats can be rearranged 
easily to suit the mood: the cab 
passenger seat rotates to create 
a twin dinette using one o f the 
two tables; alternatively, a more 
spacious lounge arrangem ent 
sees the second tab le  p laced  
betw een  the se ttee  and seat. 
Sym phony’s rear forward-fac- 
ing seat has a metal base and is 
fitted with a three-point inertia- 
reel safety belt.

Roller-bearing track allows 
changes to be made with finger
tip control, especially welcome

when converting the interior to 
and from  its n igh t-tim e ro le, 
when the choice is betw een a 
pair of singles or a large double 
bed, neither involving the cab 
seats. The Sym phony can be 
supplied  as a fou r-berth , the

overcab locker being replaced 
by a double bed.

K itchen facilities are well- 
planned, combining a two-bum- 
e r h o b /g rill w ith  an ad jacen t 
sink/drainer in matching stain
less steel, both neatly inset and 
co n cea led  b en ea th  sep a ra te  
heat-resistant hinged worktops. 
An oven cooker plus the latest 
Electrolux tilt-tolerant refriger
ator with freezer compartm ent 
complete Sym phony’s im pres
sive inventory of appliances.

C upboards, cutlery draw er 
and h ig h -lev e l lockers , w ith 
re p ro f ile d  h a rd w o o d  d o o r 
mouldings, provide ample stor
age, supp lem en ted  by handy 
wire trays beneath dinette seats.

B edd ing  s to res easily  in  the 
spacious overcab locker.

B oth 230v m ains and 12v 
electrics are standard, plus a sec
ond battery  and split-charge 
device. Fluorescent lighting is both 
mains and 12v, with local illumi
nation over the nearside dinette.

C arv er’s R apide gas/230v 
boiler supplies hot water to mix
ers in the kitchen and washroom. 
Interior com fort is assured by 
C arver’s P4 tem perature-con- 
tro lled , b low n-air hea te r and 
high levels of insulation.

Symphony owners can dress 
fo r the occasion  thanks to a 
generous wardrobe, the base of 
w hich houses a sealed/vented 
gas compartment with room for 
two 4.5kg cylinders.

Coachbuilt spaciousness and 
appointments are again reflect
ed in Sym phony’s w ashroom

where Thetford’s electric-flush 
toilet, now with its own water 
su p p ly , is lo ca ted  nea tly  
beneath a removable handbasin. 
A loose-fitted  carpet protects 
the shower tray —  a nice touch 
com m on to all A u to -S leeper 
showers. Storage for toiletries 
is provided in a mirror-fronted 
locker, m atched to the w ash
room ’s mouldings.

Sleek design and distinctive 
styling are merely first impres
sions —  Symphony is a practical 
and spacious h igh-top 
w ith a w ell-chosen a

is
appreciated by the 
experienced motor 
caravanner.

A C a b  se a t w ith  a rm re sts . 1 Forw ard facin g se a t con ve rts  
to  a longitudinal single bed.

J Ta b le s .

B Sw ivelling c a b  s e a t with arm 
rests.f

r j C Inw ard-facing b e nch  s e a t con K Sid e  slid in g door.

f r n *
- J h ve rts  to  a longitudinal single L O ve rcab  locker or optional

b e d  or w ith  B and 1 to  a  double. pull-out bed.1 tlM D Th e rm o s tatica lly  controlled

L i  
~ ; J

— heater.
c E Tw o-bum er/grill w ith oven below.

F Sta in le ss  steel s ink  a n d  drain

bt i E
D e r with tilt-tolerant refrigerator

~'cT7 b elow  a n d  crocke ry cupboard
o a bove. Length 5185mm

i G M G S h o w er/to ilet com p artm e nt. Width Exc. mirrors 2108mm

L -  J - IM [ H W ardro be w ith  g a s  storage Width Inc. mirrors 2375mm
below . Height 2661mm
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PESCARA
Stuart Craig, Editor of Which Motorcaravan 
reviews the first of an exciting new 
generation of Auto-Sleepers.

combination with generous lined 
curtains for a cosier feel. On the 
subject of warmth, the Pescara 
boasts C arver’s 3600STC gas 
space h ea te r w ith  e lec tron ic  
ignition. The 230 volt Fanmaster 
blow n-air system may also be 
specified.

The lu x u rio u s  w ashroom  
m akes b es t use o f  av a ilab le

separa te  taps fo r the show er 
with its trigger-operated flow 
control. Ventilation comes from 
a large window and roof vent. 
C ap ac io u s  fre sh  and  w aste  
water tanks allow long periods 
o f u se , and a la rg e  ex te rn a l 
locker has capacity for two 7kg 
cylinders.

Pescara shows tireless atten-

Built using a differ
ent process to  the 
G R P m o nocoque  
type  co n stru c tio n  
so fa m ilia r  to  A u to -S leep e r 

coachbuilt owners, this “new ” 
Styrofoam method allows Auto- 
Sleepers to continue their quest 
to  p ro d u ce  v a lu e -fo r-m o n ey  
vehicles at competitive prices.

The b iggest com plim ent I 
can pay the Pescara is that it is 
every inch an Auto-Sleeper, the 
new body shape sitting elegant
ly on Peugeot’s medium-wheel
base Boxer.

The fully-carpeted cab with 
trim m ed passenger and driver 
sea ts  is d ec id e d ly  sp ac io u s, 
thanks to a cut-away roof sec
tion  leading in to  the overcab 
area and its double berth. An 
extra-large roo f vent allows a 
cop ious am ount o f lig h t and 
ventilation.

The lounge/dinette has inte
rio r-sp ru n g  se tte e s , b o th  o f 
which are adjustable for relax
ation. You can also dine around 
the large table  m ounted on a 
stainless steel pedestal leg. Base 
cush ions can be m oved w ith 
ease, giving access to the stor
age areas below . Both settees 
are available as single beds, or 
can  be easily  converted  to a 
giant double.

P e sc a ra ’s k itch en  is w ell 
appointed with the latest m ot
tled green Spinflo combination 
cooker with four-burner hob, a 
th e rm o s ta tic a lly  co n tro lle d  
oven and grill —  all featuring 
elec tronic ign ition  and flam e 

fa ilu re . A 
m a t c h i n g

A sink/drainer sits 
below  sm artly  
recessed w ork

tops and is served by a large 
m ixer tap situated outside the 
bow l a rea  to  m ax im ise  sink  
space. A 7 0 -litre  E lec tro lu x  
4233S refrigera to r com pletes 
the complement o f appliances. 
The kitchen area is elevated to 
new areas of distinction by the 
green laminate used on all work 
surfaces and echoed by the din
ing table top.

Top-hinged panoramic win
dow s are  doub le  g lazed  and 
have n ight blinds w ith insect 
sc reen s , p ro v id in g  the b e s t 
combination of ventilation and 
privacy. They can be used in

sp ace  and  f i tt in g s  in c lu d e  
Thetford’s new swivel bowl toi
let, sk ilfu lly  designed vanity  
unit served by mixer taps, and

tion  to  d e ta il and lu x u rio u s  
appointments in a vehicle using 
s ta te -o f-th e -a rt co n stru c tio n  
techniques.

Fully adjustable cab seats. 
Dinette converts to two longitu
dinal single beds or a double. 
Table.
Wardrobe with thermostatically 
controlled heater.
Shower/toilet compartment. 
Four-burner hob with cooker, 
grill and oven below.
Sink and drainer with cupboard 
below and lockers above. 
Tilt-tolerant refrigerator with 
cocktail cabinet above.
Gas storage.
Overcab bed.

Length 5905mm  
Width Exc. mirrors 2146mm  
Width Inc. mirrors 2375mm  
Height 2885mm
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P E U G E O T

and offering maximum capacity 
under a large mixer tap.

A g e n e ro u s  w ash ro o m  
makes good use o f a high stan
d a rd  o f  f i tt in g s  in c lu d in g  a 
T he tfo rd  sw ivel bow l to ile t, 
a ttrac tiv e  van ity  un it, m ixer 
tap s  and  a tr ig g e r-o p e ra te d  
shower complete with its own 
set of taps.

For year-round motor cara
v an n in g  c o m fo rt, th e r e 's  a 
C arver 3600STC hea te r w ith 
electronic ignition and optional 
230v F anm aster system . Hot 
w a te r co m es v ia  C a rv e r’ s 
Rapide gas/230v w ater heater 
and  is draw n from  a 74-litre  
fresh tank draining into a 47.5- 
litre  w aste  un it. An ex te rna l 
locker has capacity  to house 
two 7kg cylinders.

There is a  unique b lend o f 
unashamed luxury and practicality 
in a vehicle designed to 
influence one of the most 
competitive areas o f 
the new motorhome 
market.

aed to 
most

J S

Panoram ic, acrylic double- 
glazed windows offer generous 
light and a good outlook, and 
are equipped w ith b linds/fly- 
screens. Fully-lined curtains are 
also fitted to make the Pollensa 
more homely.

T hroughou t the P o llensa , 
w ork su rfaces and table  tops 
em p loy  a s tu n n in g  m o ttled  
green lam inate to good effect, 
and this is best illustrated in the 
vehicle’s lavish kitchen. Fitted 
app liances inc lude  a 70 -litre  
Electrolux 4233S refrigerator, 
g reen  S p in flo  co m b in a tio n  
cooker with electronic ignition 
and flame failure to the thermo- 
statically-controlled oven and 
four-burner hob/grill. Alongside 
is an elegant green sink/drainer 
designed to sit below worktops

POLLENSA
required position. Dining takes 
place around a table attached to 
the offside wall.

R ad ica l fu rn itu re  sty ling  
comprises convex aircraft-style 
lockers and curved cornices, all

fa sh io n e d  from  rea l w ood. 
There’s a classy chevron pattern 
to  the in se t p an e ls  too . 
Blue/green soft furnishings with 
an abstract pattern and careful 
attention to detail all helps cre
ate the image of a thoroughly 
modem motorhome interior.

All-important storage space 
is available above the cab, in 
the roof lockers and below the 
seats. Smart clothes hang in the 
Pollensa’s generous wardrobe.

New methods of construction, but a combi
nation of luxury and practicality in true 
Auto-Sleeper style. Stuart Craig, Editor of 
Which Motorcaravan reports.

A su b tly  ch an g ed  
in te r io r  d is t in 
g u ish es  the 
l i n t r i g u i n g  

P ollensa from  its stablem ate. 
The offside settee makes way 
for a twin dinette with seating 
facing both the front and rear. 
As would be expected, the for- 
ward-facing seat allows two to 
be seated in safety, each with 
their own inertia-reel lap-and- 
diagonal seat belt.

Sm ooth-contoured aerody
nam ic lines d em onstra te  the 
style and strength so typical of 
an Auto-Sleeper, and the body
w ork looks every bit at home 
on the m ed iu m -w h ee lb a se  
Peugeot Boxer.

Up front, the fully-carpeted 
cab , in  w h ich  th e  sea ts  are 
trimmed to match the rear cush
ions, is well appointed and the 
fe e lin g  o f  sp ace  h ere  is 
e n h an ced  by a huge  g lazed  
opening roof vent.

A ft o f  th e  cab , the 
P o lle n sa ’s lay o u t fe a tu re s  a 
full-length settee on the near
side and two separate seats on 
the offside. At night, two single 
beds can be quickly m ade by 
sliding the seat bases into the

A Fully adjustable cab seats.
B Rear-facing seat. B&C convert 

to form longitudinal single bed.
C Forward facing seat.
D Inward facing seat forms a 

longitudinal single bed. 
Alternatively, B.C&D combine 
to form a transverse double bed.

E Wardrobe with thermostatically 
controlled heater.

F Shower/toilet compartment.
G Four-burner hob with cooker, 

grill and oven below.
H Sink and drainer with cupboard 

below and lockers above.

I Tilt-tolerant refrigerator with 
cocktail cabinet above,

J Gas storage.
K Table.
L Overcab bed.

Length 5905mm  
Width Exc. mirrors 2146mm  
Width Inc. mirrors 2375mm  
Height 2885mm
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Class vviiimer 
Caravan Cluv 
Design Awards

PEUGEOT
EXECUTIVE

The c lassic  lines o f 
Auto-Sleepers’ GRP 
m onocoque coach- 
built body have truly 
withstood the test of time. Allied 

to Peugeot’s medium-wheelbase 
Boxer, the Executive features an 
overcab moulding which has been 
subtly contoured  to m ake the 
most of overcab space. Another 
sub tle  change fo r 1998 is 
E xecu tive’s soft pastel green 
upper body colour.

V elour-covered  seats w ith 
adjustable arm rests and cush
ioned headrests provide comfort 
on the move for both passenger 
and driver, the latter enjoying the 
ex tra  b en e fit o f  seat he ig h t 
adjustm ent, as w ell the usual 
movement fore and aft.

W hen the day ’s driving is 
done, Executive’s spacious and 
w e ll-p lan n ed  d in e tte /lo u n g e  
offers instant relaxation on a pair 
o f interior-sprung settees with 
matching armrests and cushions. 
T he k itch en , w ash room  and 
w ard robe  are  grouped  at the 
back, making the very best use 
of interior space.

Panoramic windows are dou
b le -g lazed  ac ry lic  and top- 
hinged to allow maximum air
flow, as well as adding to the 
sense of interior spaciousness. 
Night blinds and insect screens, 
p lus lined  cu rtains, give that 
sense o f cossetted  com fort so 
special to Auto-Sleepers.

Executive’s well-appointed 
kitchen centres around a Stoves 
thermostatically-controlled oven, 
four-burner hob/grill, all with 
e lec tron ic  ign ition  and flam e 
failure. The adjacent stainless 
steel sink/drainer has an inset 
chopp ing  board . A m ajor 
im provem ent for 1998 is the 

l a r g e r  

£ p i p  E l e c t r o l u x  
R M 4233 'w hee- 

larch’ refrigerator, 
with freezer com-

Overtly opulant? Yes, but Executive is equally 
practical for year-round motor caravanning.

w ind -dow n  m echan ism  p ro 
vides convenient access.

The level of luxury is main
tained in the washroom, which 
fe a tu re s  a new  b lu e /w h ite  
co lo u r  c o -o rd in a te d  deco r. 
F it tin g s  in c lu d e  T h e tfo rd ’s 
Cassette toilet, removable hand- 
basin, vanity unit and toiletries 
lo ck e r . T he c o m p a r tm e n t’s 
sense  o f  sp a c io u sn e ss  is 
enhanced by an opening w in
dow and roof-light, plus a large 
acrylic dressing mirror.

C arv er’s R apide gas/230v 
water heater supplies hot water 
to mixers in the kitchen and toi
let/shower compartment, while

partment. Storage includes a sec
tioned cutlery drawer, plus roof 
lockers, more of which extend 
aircraft-style down the lounge, 
featuring new, reprofiled hard
wood doors and cant rails. Also 
new is a larger cocktail cabinet.

E x e c u tiv e ’s spac ious 
wardrobe has a top shelf, while 
larger items, e.g. bedding, can 
be conveniently stored over the 
cab . C a rry in g  c ap ac ity  is 
extended by a  roof rack, reached 
by the rear extension ladder.

Settee bases have deep draw
ers operating smoothly on easy- 
glide runners, but are held shut 
by positive catches. Both settees 
are readily available as single 
beds, or can be easily combined 
in to  a g iant double. In e ither 
case all exits, plus the washroom 
and wardrobe, are freely accessi
ble. Executive can be ordered 
with two or four berths, the sec

ond double bed replacing the 
overcab storage area.

Points to appreciate when 
using Executive’s sturdy main 
door are the in se t step , grab 
handle and footwell light, plus 
an autom otive-style anti-burst 
lock . Y et an o th e r p o in te r to 
Auto-Sleepers’ unending atten
tio n  to  d e ta il is th e  m as te r 
sw itch  fo r in te r io r  lig h ts . 
S im ilarly , the spare w h ee l’s

the latest Carver 3600STC heater 
w ith  gas or 230v F anm aste r 
operation ensures constant levels 
of comfort. Gas supplies for all 
app liances are housed  in  an 
external locker, which accom
modates up to two 7kg cylinders.

Executive successfully com
bines luxury w ith practicality  
—  reason enough for its being a 
s o u g h t-a f te r  m o d e l am ong 
experienced motor caravanners.

Fully adjustable cab seats with j  Cut-away cab with storage

J]
n

B 1

Lj
E

m

armrests.
Dinette converts to two longitu 
dinal single beds, or a large 
transverse double.
Wardrobe with thermostatically 
controlled heater below. 
Shower/toilet compartment. 
Four-burner hob with cooker 
and grill below.
Stainless steel sink and drain
er with cupboard below. 
Tilt-tolerant refrigerator with 
cocktail cabinet above.
Gas storage.
Table.

lockers or optional bed.

Length 5665mm  
Width Exc. mirrore 2108mm  
Width Inc. mirrors 2375mm  
Height 2825mm
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PEUGEOT
ig n itio n . N ew  fo r 1998 is a 
larger Electrolux RM4233 70- 
litre  refrigera to r w ith freezer 
compartment.

E ssen tia l storage space is 
availab le  in overcab lockers, 
p lus ro o f lockers and in seat 
bases. L ook  ou t fo r the new  
cab ine tw ork , w hich  fea tu res 
re p ro f ile d  h a rd w o o d  d o o r 
mouldings and roof locker cant 
rails.

T a lis m a n ’s sp a c io u s  
wardrobe will accommodate all 
the sm art clothes you’ll need, 
w hile  any o v e rsp ill is sw a l
low ed up in  the generously - 
sized lockers.

W ash ro o m  d eco r fo r the 
coming year changes to a soft 
blue/white combination. On the 
p rac tica l front, the co m part
ment is designed for com fort

able use year round. C arver’s 
R ap ide , op e ra tin g  on gas or 
230v mains, supplies hot water 
for handbasin and shower mixer 
controls. Ducted heating from 
the Carver 3600STC, also oper
ating on gas or Fanmaster 230v 
mains, m aintains com fort lev
els. Fittings include Thetford’s 
C asse tte  to ile t, w ith  its  ow n 
separate  w ater supply , and a 
removable, fold-up handbasin.

In keeping w ith the trad i
tion  o f A u to -S leep er coach- 
bu ilts , T alism an  succeeds in 
c o m b in in g  lu x u ry  
w ith  p ra c t ic a l i ty  
for all-year motor 
caravanning in 
comfort.

uxury
i h ty  m m
' t o r

M

TALISMAN
In keeping with the tradition of Auto-Sleeper coachbuilts, Talisman 
succeeds in combining luxury with practicality and comfort.

simply by sliding the seat bases 
into place and allow ing their 
backrests to drop.

P an o ram ic  w in d o w s on 
each side, top-hinged to m ax
im ise air-flow , inv ite  you to 
enjoy the view, protected from 
flying pests by the fitted insect 
screens. Cassette blinds ensure 
p rivacy  at n igh t, covered  by 
lined floral curtains to give that 
u n m is ta k a b le  A u to -S le e p e r  
sense of comfort.

L o c a te d  ac ro ss  th e  re a r , 
T alism an’s kitchen is lavishly 
ap p o in ted . M ain  a p p lian ces  
include a sta in less steel sink 
and separate drainer, matching 
four-burner hob/grill and glass- 
fron ted  oven w ith elec tron ic

Sm ooth con tours and 
w in d -ch ea tin g  lines 
e ffec tiv e ly  d isgu ise  
th e  s tre n g th  and 
resilience of Talisman’s mould

ed G R P b ody , w h ile  a t th e  
same tim e com plem enting the 
m ed iu m -w h ee lb a se  B o x e r’s 
cab design.

Upholstery and soft furnish
ings are given a new, fresher 
lo o k  fo r 1998. T a lis m a n ’s 
built-in safety features, howev
er, rem ain  u n a lte red . T hese  
include in teg ra l steel fram es 
and  th re e -p o in t in e r t ia - re e l  
safety belts for the rear passen
ger seats, plus the reassuring  
anti-burst lock on T alism an’s 
stu rdy , c lo se -fittin g  caravan  
door.

C ab  sea ts  b e n e f it  from  
adjustable arm rests and cush
ioned headrests, as well as lux
ury velour upholstery to match 
the overall trim. Both seats can 
be adjusted for reach and rake, 
the driver’s seat also adjusts for 
height.

Aft of the cab, four individ
ual seats form  tw in  d inettes. 
Alternatively, the offside seats 
can easily be converted into a 
fu ll-len g th  se ttee . W hen i t ’s 
time to turn in, a pair of single 
beds can be m ade in seconds

A Fully adjustable cab seats.
B Rear facing seats,
C Forward facing seats, with B 

convert to longitudinal single 
beds, or transverse double.

D Wardrobe with thermostatically 
controlled heater below.

E Shower/toilet compartment.
F Four-burner hob with cooker 

and grill below.
G Stainless steel sink and drain

er with cupboard below.
H Tilt-tolerant refrigerator with 

cocktail cabinet above,
I Gas storage.
J Tables.

K Cut-away cab with storage 
lockers or optional bed.

L Door with retractable step 
below.

Length 5665mm  
Width Exc. mirrors 2108mm  
Width Inc. mirrors 2375mm  
Height 2825mm
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twice

W e  pride ourselves on being one of the countrys’ 

foremost suppliers of the leading range of quality motor 

caravans. Also for providing friendly advice.

We are centrally situated near to the M6 and M5 

at Darlaston in the West Midlands, and also on 

the A4 near to Bath in the West Country. If you are 

looking for a great pre-owned or new Auto-Sleeper model 

please call us on our Freephone number 0800 854542 

for detailed information and availability. So, which ever 

location you visit, you’ll be able to discuss your detailed 

requirements with our knowledgeable sales teams and

Suppliers
of the 

country's 
leading 

n a m e
flSIS!S!l!SilliSSSlE-

quality

L V  V l v A ^  you’ll always be sure of a very warm welcome.

Ideally located in easily accessible areas of the country we offer a comprehensive service and choice to our customers

the
choice!

Two top marques
Pay a visit to Perthshire

together to
Caravans - Scotland's

bring you
Number 1 dealer for

quality and
an excellent selection of both

choice and
new & used Auto-Sleepers

value for money!

Suersxxe i*?9
Je t 8

" M # "

WALSALL ROAD DARLASTON 
W E f t MIDLANDS 
#01215263433

J 0 » 8

. . .  S ,.::*:*, . ■  ...M
Jet 1 S i . . .vi.. --

BOX ROAD BATHfiORD 
S15 BATH

01225 858290

When you've been in business for over 60 years, as we 

have, you instinctively recognise quality. As do 

our customers, who continue to ask for and 

buy Auto-Sleeper motorcaravans. In these 

days of change it's reassuring to sell a 

product whose quality and value are 

unquestionable. At Perthshire 

Caravans we thoroughly recommend 

Auto-Sleepers.

We always have a super 
selection of new and 

used models in stock.

Dundee Road, Errol, Perthshire 01821-670212
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T H E  A U T O - S L E E P E

FORDS
Loyalty to the Ford Transit remains at a high level with 

motor caravanners —  and for many good reasons.

The latest, low -em issions 
power units —  one petrol 
and tw o  d ie se ls  —  are 
available in the new range 
o f A u to -S le e p e r  F o rds fo r 1998. 

High-tops Flair and Duetto come as 
standard with the DOHC 115PS two- 
l i tre  en g in e  w h ich  p ro d u ces  an 
im pressive 170Nm of torque at just 
2700rpm. Ford’s diesels are all 2.5 
litre capacity, with the electronically- 
controlled turbo-diesel variants pro
d u c in g  a h e fty  85PS and  100PS. 
re s p e c tiv e ly  (c o a c h b u ilt  m o d els  
only). The 85PS engine is available 
with an optional four-speed automat
ic transmission.

Ford’s five-speed m anual trans
mission is renowned for its lightness 
and p re c is io n , c o m b in in g  w ith  
responsive foot controls to give car
like driving and m inim ising driver 
fatigue. Equally, 'their A4LD four-

speed auto g ives sm ooth progress 
w ith v irtua lly  unno ticeab le  gear- 
changes.

Also standard on all Auto-Sleeper 
Fords is their variable-ratio power- 
assisted steering —  again well proven 
and taking much of the effort out of 
driving, especially when parking etc.

The latest Transit cab comes with 
electric windows, tinted glass, facia- 
m ounted cup holder, package tray, 
recirculating heater (not coach-built 
models) and a quartz clock. Cab seals 
h ave  a rm res ts  (ex cep t F la ir)  and 
a d ju s t fo r rak e  and  reach . D e ta il 
touches from Ford are leather-effect 
gearshift and handbrake gaiters and 
fabric door trims with map pockets.

E xternally, T ransits boast twin- 
lens door mirrors with large anti-soil- 
ing heads, an engine noise insulation 
pack and, on Flair and Duetto, alloy 
wheels.

Entertainment on the move comes 
from Ford’s new 4000T large-bezel 
radio cassette system.

Ford’s Transit is also very securi
ty conscious, having door locks with 
shielded mechanism s, steering co l
umn lock and locking fuel cap.

Cab courtesy-lights include eye
ball footwell lights, which are operat
ed  by the doors, to ge ther w ith an 
overhead  conso le  housing  a m ap- 
reading light and two spotlights. All 
are governed by a 30-second delay 
switch. Tailgate models (Flair only) 
com e as s ta n d a rd  w ith  re a r  
w ash/wipe and heated window ele
ment.

Ford 's standard 12-month unlim
ited mileage warranty can be extend
ed by taking out Extra Cover extend
ed w arran ty  p lans, w hich include 
RAC membership for the duration of 
the plan.
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FLAIR
Flair is well named —  it achieves levels of 
comfort and equipment for both everyday 
use and year-round touring.

W indow s in the 
d inette/lounge com e w ith the 
la test Seitz b linds and insect 
screens, which have been uprat
ed for strength and durability. 
Four o f the six w indows open 
to provide m axim um  ven tila
tion, supplemented if  required 
by a pair o f roof-ligh ts, each 
w ith a night b lind  and insect 
screen.

At mealtimes, F lair’s near

waist height for ease of access. 
Main appliances are a stainless 
steel tw o-burner hob/grill and 
m atching sink/drainer. W hen 
not in use. appliances are neatly 
tucked away beneath a pair of 
heat-resistant, hinged worktops.

S to rag e  is a v a ila b le  in 
num erous cupboards, drawers 
and overhead lockers, as well as 
seat bases.

In  sp ite  o f  its  co m p ac t 
dim ensions, F lair is also suc
cessful in having a very high 
level of equipment, including a 
Thetford cassette toilet. Clever 
design by Auto-Sleepers creates 
an enclosed ‘dressing area’ here 
by the sim ple p rov ision  o f a 
sliding partition door. At night, 
two singles or a large double 
bed may be formed.

A ll-w ea th e r co m fo rt and 
convenience are provided by the 
inclusion as standard of 230v 
m ains e le c tr ic ity , ho t w ate r 
cou rtesy  of C a rv e r’s R apide

Flair is the baby high- 
top among the Auto- 
S leeper Fords. Base 
m odel is th e  long- 

running Transit Kombi in short- 
w heelbase  form  and, though  
only  15’ I O / 4 ”  long , F la ir is 
well named, for it manages to 
achieve levels o f com fort and 
equipm ent for both everyday 
use and year-round touring.

F o rd ’s T ra n s it e n jo y s  a 
well-earned, very loyal follow
ing  and, o v e r the y ears , has 
developed a cab environment in 
which the driver and passenger 
can feel at home. Comfortable, 
v e lo u r-c o v e re d  sea ts  w ith  
m u lti-d irec tio n a l ad justm ent 
combine with clear instruments 
and u ser-friend ly  con tro ls to 
make driving a pleasure.

S tan d ard  f ittin g s  inc lude  
Ford’s latest large-bezel radio 
cassette, power steering, elec
tr ic  cab  w in d o w s, eng ine  
im m obiliser, plus a choice of 

petrol or turbo
diesel engines. 
F la i r ’s cen tre  

dinette/lounge can 
be reached in threeM

ways: direct from the cab, via 
the nearside  slid ing  door, or 
through the rear tailgate which 
has both demist and wash/wipe. 
Comfort is the top priority here, 
c rea ted  by v e rsa tile  sea tin g  
which can be changed to suit a 
variety of occasions.

Immediately behind the dri- 
v e r’s seat, a spacious se ttee  
faces a single, forward-facing 
seat w hich has a m etal-fram e 
base as anchorage for its three- 
point inertia-reel seat belt. The 
cab p a ssen g e r sea t ro ta te s  
sm o o th ly  to  face  in to  the 
lo u n g e , p ro v id in g  space  in 
which to dine, relax or entertain.

side  re a r  k itc h e n  is id e a lly  
placed and its base unit set at a 
com fortab le  w ork ing  height. 
The Electrolux refrigerator is a 
good example, being located at

gas/230v water heater, and inte
rio r w arm th from  the C arver 
1600W blown-air gas heater.

H igh-top Flair is an estab
lished Auto-Sleeper model, and 
w ell d ese rv es its  p o p u la r ity  
among seasoned motor caravan
ners, who cherish a vehicle they 
can use every day, and are not 
content to stop touring when the 
days begin to shorten.

A Fully adjustable swivelling cab 
seats.

B Inward facing bench seat con
verts with A to form a longitudi
nal single bed.

C Sliding privacy screen.
D Thermostatically controlled heater.
E Wardrobe with storage cup

board above.
F Toilet storage compartment 

with refrigerator above.
G Cabinet with mirror on front.
H Stainless steel sink and drainer 

with cupboard below and storage 
lockers above.

I Two-burner hob/grill with cup
board below

J Gas storage.
K Forward-facing seat, with A 

swivelled, forms a twin dinette, 
A&K form a longitudinal single 
bed. B extends to join with K, 
forming a transverse double.

L Side sliding door.
M Tables.
N Overcab storage or optional 

pull-out bed.

Length 4832mm  
Width Exc. mirrors 2063mm  
Width Inc. mirrors 2315mm  
Height 2572mm
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for two is in a choice o f singles 
or a double bed —  both quick 
and easy to make up. A second 
bed in the high-top can be spec
ified if additional accommoda
tion is required.

Sensibly located at the rear, 
a lo n g  w ith  the w ard ro b e , 
D uetto’s washroom features a 
sh o w er u n it, e le c tr ic - f lu sh  
Thetford Cassette toilet with its 
own w ater supply, rem ovable 
handbasin and storage for to i
letries. Hot w ater here and to 
the kitchen is supplied by the 
Carver Rapide 230v/gas water 
heater.

Windows aft of the cab ben
efit from new Seitz blinds and 
insec t screens, im proved  for 
strength and durability. Lined 
curtains give that hom e-from - 
hom e to u ch . W e ll-p la n n e d  
lighting combines a 230v fitting 
w ith 12v fluorescent and new 
go ld -fm ish  ha logen  spots —  
y ou  ch o o se  the  lig h tin g  to  
match the mood. And Carver’s 
new  P4 b lo w n  a ir  h e a te r  
ensures year-round comfort.

E le c tr ic a l su p p lie s  are  a 
combination of 230v mains and 
12v, in c lu d in g  a F o rd -fitted  
le isu re  b a tte ry  co n v en ien tly  
located under the bonnet. As in

all Auto-Sleepers, mains wiring 
is protected by an RCD and cir- 
cuit-breaker fuses.

D u e tto ’s c o a c h b u ilt- lik e  
accommodation combines well 
with the Transit's car-like dri- 
v e a b il ity  to  c rea te  a lu x u ry  
h igh -top  th a t’s ideal 
for everyday use, and 
ye t read y  to  head  
for the hills at the 
turn of the key.

ideal
andA

A Fully adjustable cab seat.
B Fully adjustable swivelling cab 

seat.
C Inward facing bench seat which 

converts to a longitudinal sin
gle bed.

D Forward facing seat which con
verts to a longitudinal single bed. 
Alternatively C&D combine to 
form a longitudinal double bed.

E Stainless steel sink/drainer 
with refrigerator below and 
lockers above.

F Two-bumer grill/cooker with oven.
G Wardrobe with locker above 

and gas storage below.

H Side sliding door.
1 Shower/toilet compartment.
J Thermostatically controlled

heater.
K Overcab storage lockers.
L Table.
M Table for twin dinette.

Length 5548mm  
Width Exc. mirrors 2063mm  
Width Inc. mirrors 2315mm  
Height 2667mm

out saying, but there’s also the 
nearside slid ing  door or rear 
twin doors.

Duetto’s offside rear kitchen 
also makes full use of the avail
ab le  space to  p ro v id e  a two 
burner hob/grill and sink/drain
er in matching easy-clean stain
less  s te e l. H ere , a p p lian ces  
extend to a built-in oven. A pair 
of hinged, heat-resistant work
to p s co v e r the hob  and 
sink/drainer when not in use, 
and provide useful work space.

Storage centres around the 
Electrolux tilt-tolerant refriger
ator with freezer compartment.

In addition, well-planned cup
boards, d raw ers, shelves and 
lockers w ill easily  accom m o
date a full touring inventory. 
More storage space is available 
in seat bases, which are fitted 
with drawers and wire baskets 
to ease loading and unloading. 
A u to -S le e p e rs  even  b u ild  a 
lockable ‘safe’ into the base of 
the cab passenger seat.

S leep ing  accom m odation

DUETTO
Coachbuilt-style accommodation combined 
with car-like driveability create a luxury 
high-top that’s ideal for everyday use and is 
always ready to head for the hills.

Ford’s long-wheelbase 
Transit Kombi, with a 
ch o ice  o f  p e tro l or 
turbo-diesel engines, 

provides the motive power for 
this decidedly sleek and elegant 
m em ber o f the A u to -S leeper 
h ig h -to p  ran g e . A u to m atic  
transm ission  is on the lis t o f 
optional extras, but the standard 
specification speaks for itself. 
E lectric  cab w indow s, pow er 
s tee ring  and a fo u r-sp eak e r 
stereo  radio  casse tte  are ju s t 
some o f the star attractions.

For their part Auto-Sleepers 
pu t F o rd ’s lo n g -w h ee lb a se  
chassis to full use in the cre
a tio n  o f  a sp ac io u s  in te r io r  
w h ich  sees a ch an g e  to  
green/gold soft furnishings for 
the coming year. Comfortable 
lo u n g e  sea tin g  co m p rise s  a 
room y se ttee  on the o ffs ide , 
facing a ‘designated’ passenger 
seat w hich  is b u ilt around  a 
m e ta l-fram e  base  and f itte d  
w ith a three-point inertia-reel 
seat belt. The extra arm chair 
you alw ays need com es as a 
result of the cab passenger seat 
swivel —  a touch you’d expect 
from Auto-Sleepers.

The provision as standard of 
tw o tab les, coup led  w ith the

versatile seating, means that the 
r ig h t accom m odation  can  be 
arranged  w hether fo r din ing, 
relaxing or entertaining fellow 
m o to r c a ra v a n n e rs . D irec t 
access from the cab goes with-
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AMETHYST
Attention to detail allied to luxury make the 
long-wheelbase Amethyst a model to which 
experienced motor caravanners aspire.

W ith o u t doub t, 
its sleek, aero- 
d yn am ica lly - 
s ty led  G RP 

monocoque body, the hallmark 
of Auto-Sleeper coachbuilt mod
els, distinguishes Am ethyst as 
being something special. Ford’s 
lon g -w h ee lb ase  chass is cab, 
designed especially for m otor 
caravan use, adds those sought-

seating features interior-sprung 
foam cushions with a refreshing
ly new  fabric fo r the com ing 
year, as well as redesigned seat 
bases. Cabinetwork —  always a 
hallmark of Auto-Sleeper pride 
—  features newly profiled hard
wood door mouldings.

Panoramic windows flanking 
the lounge are top-hinged and 
fitted  w ith  b linds and insec t

grab handle and footwell light.
The cook’s domain is domi

nated by a Stoves therm ostati
cally-controlled oven, four-burn
er hob and grill —  all fitted with 
elec tronic ign ition  and flam e 
failure. Space for utensils, cut
lery and provisions com es in 
various forms of drawers, cup-

ex tens ion , p lus a rea r ‘b o o t’ 
locker, ideal fo r w et-w eather 
gear.

Colour co-ordinated in soft 
blue and white. Amethyst’s wash
room is both well-appointed and 
p rac tica l. F ittings include 
Thetford’s Cassette toilet, plus 
easy-clean  m ouldings for the 
detachable handbasin and shower 
tray. Carver’s Rapide 230v gas 
water heater takes care of hot sup
plies to the mixers in the kitchen 
and the washroom. Assured com
fort for out-of-season touring is 
provided by Carver’s 3600STC 
heater which features gas or 230v 
Fanmaster operation.

A m e th y s t’s ex te r io r  gas 
locker takes up to a pair of 7kg 
cy linders, w hich can also  be 
reached through a hatch from

after properties of faultless road- 
holding and ride comfort.

Cab seats with armrests and 
cushioned headrests ensure a 
comfortable. journey, while well- 
weighted power steering and a 
fo u r-sp eak e r ste reo  casse tte  
radio are pointers to the luxury 
accommodation aft of the cab.

A m e th y s t’s spac ious 
dinette/lounge comprises a con
ventional dinette with front/rear- 
facing settees, plus a third settee 
facing inwards on the nearside. 
The forward facing settee is fit
ted w ith a pair o f three-point 

i n e r t i a - r e e l  
seat

% w ell as a h igh- 
backed, cushioned 
headrest. D inette

screens, plus lined curtains for a 
more homely feel to the interior. 
This is enhanced by a combina
tion  o f  230v m ains and  12v 
lighting, TV aerial socket and no 
few er than four m ains socket 
outlets plus two 12v.

Sleeping accommodation is 
in a choice o f two extra-w ide 
sing le  beds or by com bining 
bo th  a ‘k in g -s iz e ’ doub le . 
Whatever the choice, occupants 
have access to functional areas 
—  w ard robe, w ashroom  and 
kitchen, plus the nearside rear 
door. The latter is far and away 
the best door in any motor cara
van, being close-fitting and stur
dy, and fitted with an automo- 
tive-sty le  an ti-burst lock. An 
inset step is provided, as is a

boards and lockers, both in the 
kitchen and lounge areas. New 
for the coming season is a larger 
Electrolux RM4233 ‘wheelarch’ 
refrigerator w ith freezer com 
partment. More carrying capaci
ty is provided by A m ethyst’s 
stainless steel roof rack which 
com es w ith  a c lip -on  ladder 

A 

B

Fully adjustable cab 
seats with armrests.
Two rearward facing seats with 
headrests.
Two forward facing seats with 
headrests and inertia reel lap and 
diagonal seat belts. B&C convert 
to a longitudinal single bed. 
Wardrobe with thermostatically 
controlled heater and Fanmaster 
warm air fan below. 
Shower/toilet compartment. 
Four-burner hob with cooker, 
grill and oven below.
Stainless steel sink and drainer 
with cupboards below and lock
ers above.

inside —  evidence, if  it were 
n eeded , o f  A u to -S le e p e rs ’ 
unrem itting attention to detail. 
Such  to u ch es abound  in  the 
lo n g -w h ee lb ase  A m ethyst 
w hich , w ith  its  F ord  m otive 
power, adds up to a motor cara
van to which experienced motor 
caravanners aspire.

H

I

Tilt-tolerant refrigerator with 
cocktail cabinet and storage 
cabinet above.
Gas storage.
Inward facing settee converts to 
a longitudinal single bed. 
Alternatively B,C8J combine to 
form a transverse double bed. 
Table.
Cut-away cab with storage lock
ers or optional overcab bed.

Length 6150mm  
Width Exc. mirrors 2195mm  
Width Inc. mirrors 2470mm  
Height 2770mm
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anti-burst automotive-style lock. 
Entry and exit are assisted by a 
grab-handle, an inset step and 
w elcom ing  foo tw ell ligh t —  
more touches that show Auto- 
Sleepers’ design experience and 
attention to detail.

E xcelsio r’s kitchen, at the 
b ack  b u t s t il l  c o n v en ie n tly  
lo ca ted  w ith  reg a rd  to  the 
d in e tte , is eq u ip p ed  w ith  a 
Stoves oven and fou r-bu rner 
h o b /g rill, a ll w ith  elec tron ic  
ig n itio n  and  flam e fa ilu re . 
Adjacent is an easy-care stain
less steel sink and drainer, with 
inset hardwood chopping board.

Storage abounds in kitchen 
draw ers, cupboards and roo f 
lockers, plus a larger capacity 
Electrolux RM4233 ‘wheelarch’ 
fridge  w ith  freezer com part
m en t. L o ck ers  w ith  she lves 
extend aircraft-sty le  over the

include a Thetford Cassette toi
let with its own separate water 
supply, plus a detachable fold- 
away handbasin. Hot w ater to 
m ixer taps here  and in  the 
kitchen is supplied by Carver’s 
Rapide 230v mains or gas water 
heater. Carver are also responsi
ble for keeping Excelsior’s com
fort levels high when off-season 
touring, thanks to their 3600STC 
heater which operates on gas or 
230v Fanmaster, providing duct
ed w arm  air to ou tle ts in the 
lounge and washroom.

E xcelsior com bines a very 
popular layout with an equally 
favourite base vehicle, and packs 
in all the luxury features 
expected of an Auto- 
S leeper. W hen 
comes to com peti
tors, there’s really 
no contest.

features
\u to -

A

n

long wheel-base Transit built to 
m otor caravan  sp ec ifica tion , 
plus Auto-Sleepers’ award-win
ning Executive layout. Actually, 
more than that, since Excelsior’s 
ex tra  len g th  a llo w s A u to - 
Sleepers to provide bigger beds 
and even more storage space.

Excelsior’s coachbuilt body is 
yet another variation on Auto- 
Sleepers’ GRP monocoque theme 
—  tough yet gracefully aerody
namic in design. Up front, Ford’s 
well-planned cab is transformed 
by upholstered seats with arm
rests and cushioned headrests, 
carpet and curtains on recessed 
track, and a cut-away roof dedi
cated to storage in tw o-berth  
guise, or with an optional double 
bed if four-berth requirements are 
specified at time of order.

A ft o f the cab, E xcelsior’s 
roomy dinette/lounge comprises 
a pair of interior-sprung 6ft set
tees, on which driver and passen
ger can stretch out during a jour
ney break. The new ly chosen 
blue upholstery is most attractive.

A t n ig h t, th e  se tte e s  are 
in s tan tly  ava ilab le  as s ing le  
beds, or com bine quickly and

easily  to create  a ‘k in g -s ize ’ 
do u b le . W ith  th e  fu n c tio n a l 
areas sensibly grouped at the 
back, occupants have unimped
ed  access  to  the w ard ro b e , 
w ashroom  and kitchen —  not 
least the nearside rear exit door.

In com m on w ith all Auto- 
Sleepers, Excelsior’s one-piece 
door is solidly built, precision 
fitting  and equ ipped  w ith  an

Fully adjustable cab seats with 
armrests.
Dinette converts into two longi
tudinal single beds or a large 
transverse double.
Wardrobe with thermostatically 
controlled heater and Fanmaster 
warm air fan heater below. 
Shower/toilet compartment. 
Four-burner hob/grill and oven 
below.
Stainless steel sink and drainer 
with cupboards below and lock
ers above.
Tilt-tolerant refrigerator with 
cocktail cabinet above.

H Gas storage.
I Cut-away cab with storage lock

ers or optional overcab bed.
J Table,

Length 6150mm  
Width Exc. mirrors 2195mm  
Width Inc. mirrors 2470mm  
Height 2770mm

D  /  E

A

B

C

D
E

F

G

EXCELSIOR
Excelsior combines a popular layout with a favourite base vehicle, 
plus all the luxury features of an Auto-Sleeper —  when it comes to 
competitors, there’s really no contest.

The Excelsior offers 
motor caravanners a 
superb  do u b le  
bonus —  F o rd ’s

lounge, w here the seat bases, 
plus a full wardrobe and drawer 
unit swallow up vast amounts of 
w h a tev e r is needed  on tour. 
Im provem ents to the cabinet
w ork for the com ing year see 
the introduction of new hard
wood door mouldings with soft
er radius profiles, adding to the 
already high quality o f Auto- 
Sleeper furniture.

I f  th a t w ere  n o t enough , 
Excelsior also has a rear ‘boot’ 
ideal for wet-weather gear, plus 
a stainless steel roof rack with 
clip-on ladder extension.

E xcelsior’s w ell-appointed 
shower compartment is located 
in the offside rear corner and, 
for the coming year, features a 
co lour co -o rd inated  decor in 
soft blue and white. In keeping 
w ith  its  c o a c h b u ilt co u sin s , 
E xcelsior’s w ashroom  fittings
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Cleveland Motorhomes are recognised 
as one of the leading motorcaravan 
suppliers in the country, providing a 
friendly professional service. As a 
supplier of the renowned Auto-Sleeper 
range we're confident our customers 
are buying the best - a quality product 
supported by a quality service. We can 
arrange finance, offer generous part 
exchange allowances, provide export 
facilities and deliver nationwide. We're 
at Teesside Airport with excellent 
access from all parts of the country 
and we guarantee - 
You won’t be disappointed!

PROVIDING 5 STAR 
FACILITIES FOR 
THE DISCERNING 
MOTORCARAVANNER
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CUSTOMER 

SERVICE
LEISURE SHOP

A firmly established business that 
has expanded carefully over the years, 

ensuring that customer care and personal 
service is at the very forefront of our business.

PLYMOUTH
MOTOR
CARAVANS

PLYMOUTH
M O T O R
CARAVANS

01752 892977
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LEGEND
Legend's reputation is built on practicality, 
durability and reliability — luxury from 
Auto-Sleepers is the icing on the cake.

Stylish and aerodynam- 
ically sleek, Legend’s 
exterior appeal hides a 
thoroughbred among 
motor caravans, in which prac

ticality and good looks go hand 
in hand.

Central to Legend’s appeal 
is its Transit base, which ideally 
com plem ents A u to -S leep ers’ 
gracefully designed GRP mono- 
coque body . O n the ro ad ,
Legend owes much of its ride 
com fort and handling to Ford 
tech n o lo g y , w h ich  has been  
fin e -tu n ed  to  the road -go ing

C onvenien tly  close to the 
lounge, Legend's well-appoint- 
ed kitchen unit lacks for noth
ing in term s o f do m estic ity . 
C oncealed  b enea th  a p a ir  o f 
heat-resistant hinged worktops 
are a stainless steel sink/drainer 
with inset chopping board, plus 
a four-burner hob/grill, with an 
oven below  —  all w ith au to

m ixers courtesy  o f  the la test 
Rapide gas/230v water heater.

Electrical supplies for power 
to the lights and various appli
ances are a combination of 230v 
mains and 12v. Legend’s mains 
wiring and appliances are pro
tected by an RCD and miniature 
circuit breakers, the 12v system 
being appropriately fused.

needs o f this coachbuilt motor 
caravan.

M atching Ford's expertise, 
Auto-Sleepers’ experience creates 
in Legend a m otor caravan of 
unashamed luxury for two people.

Almost half of the floor plan 
at the back is devoted to a spa
cious lounge/dinette with wrap-

round seating, now with a fresh 
new upholstery design in pastel 
green. Opening double-glazed 
windows give panoramic views 
all round. 6ft settees here are 
in s tan tly  av a ilab le  as sing le  
beds, or the entire lounge con
verts quickly and easily into a 
‘king-size’ double.

Stainless steel sink and drainer 
with cupboards below and lock
ers above.
Four-burner hob, grill and oven 
below, with extractor fan above. 
Cut-away cab with storage 
lockers.
G as storage.
Locking rear boot.
Table,

Length 6280mm 
Width Exc. mirrors 2226mm 
Width Inc. mirrors 2470mm 
Height 2775mm

matic ignition —  and an extrac
tor fan for the hob.

G enerous storage is avail
able in a variety  o f  draw ers, 
cupboards and lockers, of which 
there are m ore in the lounge. 
Add cavernous seat bases and 
an exterior roof rack and ladder, 
and it’s clear that all eventuali
ties are well covered.

Legend’s washroom is both 
spacious, p rac tica l and w ell- 
appointed. Fittings extend to a 
Thetford pedestal toilet, detach
ab le  h an d b asin  fo r ease  o f 
cleaning, vanity unit and large 
mirror. D ucted warm air from 
the Carver 3600STC gas/230v 
Fanmaster heater adds a touch 
o f com fort fo r ou t-o f-season  
touring. Carver also supply hot 
water to washroom and kitchen

Fully adjustable cab seats with 
armrests; passenger seat 
swivels.
Shower compartment with 
pedestal toilet.
Wardrobe with thermostatically 
controlled heater & Fanmaster 
warm air fan heater below. 
Large capacity tilt-tolerant 
refrigerator.
Cocktail cabinet.
Rear dinette converting to two 
large single beds or a double. 
Pull-out storage rack.
Caravan door with retractable 
step below.

Gas supplies are housed in 
an exterior locker with capacity 
for up to two 7kg butane cylin
ders. At the rear, with its door 
being neatly incorporated within 
the bum per, is a m ost useful 
exterior locker which provides 
ye t fu r th e r v a lu ab le  sto rag e  
space.

The only legendary aspect 
of this Auto-Sleeper flagship is 
its nam e. In use i t ’s down to 
earth, but with those unmistak
able touches o f A uto-S leeper 
luxury —  quite unashamed lux
ury, in fact. But its reputation 
am ong m o to r caravanners  is 
bu ilt on p rac tic a lity , 
durability  and re lia 
bility —  the luxury 
is just the icing on 
the cake.
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Do you need a 

coachbuilt motor 

caravan offering 

plenty of space and 

all the comforts 

of home?

Do you need a van 

conversion with a 

fixed high top, not 

too big, but with 

storage space and 

full height standing?

N o w . . .
Do you need a van 

conversion with an 

elevating roof, 

raised on site but 

lowered for driving 

and parking in 

the garage?

Do you need advice 

and flexibility for 

disabled and 
wheelchair access?

what's the

second
decision to 

make when 

buying a 

new Motor 

Caravan?

Do you need a wide 

choice of layouts and 

equipment?

All of these decisions, 

and more, may be 

helped by calling

0800 717131
and asking for the 
latest Volkswagen 

based Motor 

Caravans brochure.

www.vwT4camper.info - a useful website for owners and enthusiasts of VW T4 Transporter Campervans



VOLKSWAGENS
For the greater part of Auto-Sleepers’ 37 years in the business of 

producing high-quality motor caravans, Volkswagen, perhaps more than any 
other manufacturer, has formed the backbone of their success.

The latest front-wheel drive 
T ransporter, supplied to 
Auto-Sleepers with a spe
c ia l m o to r ca ravan  
specification, has developed a very loyal 

following among motor caravanners, 
who appreciate its car-like handling and 
performance. Given the quality Auto- 
Sleeper treatment, the Transporter is ide
ally suited to a dual purpose role —  
everyday motoring and fully-equipped, 
highly mobile holiday home.

The Volkswagen Transporter’s suc
cess starts with a well-planned cab envi
ronm ent —  comfortable, supportive 
seats, clear instrumentation and excel
lent all-round vision —  all helping to 
take the stress out of modem motoring. 
Add variable-ratio power steering and 
the confidence derived from all-round 
disc brakes —  a load sensing valve pre
vents rear-wheel lock-up under braking 
—  and it’s no wonder the Volkswagen 
Transporter is in such demand.

Car-like ride and handling do not 
happen by accident or whim. In the 
Transporter’s case, its sure-footedness 
derives from a revised compact front

suspension aimed at eliminating intru
sion into the cab. Front double wish
bones combine with hydraulic shock 
absorbers to provide the sort o f han
dling and ride you’d expect from a 
saloon car. Similar ‘minimum intrusion’ 
targets were set for the rear suspension, 
achieved by the use of diagonal trailing 
arms and installing the hydraulic shock 
absorbers under the floor.

Nothing stands still, and this applies 
as much in the motor industry as in life 
itself. For m ost A uto-S leeper 
Volkswagens, the standard power unit is 
Volkswagen’s four cylinder, two-litre 
petrol unit, producing 84bhp. No fewer 
than four alternatives feature on the list of 
optional extras, making the Volkswagen 
Transporter the most versatile in the 
Auto-Sleepers’ line-up for 1998.

Optional engines start with the 1.9 
litre, four-cylinder turbo-diesel; next 
comes the five-cylinder 2.4-litre nor
mally-aspirated diesel; at the top of the 
diesel range, Volkswagen offer their 
102bhp five-cylinder direct injection 
turbo-diesel power unit for perhaps the 
ultim ate in diesel perform ance and

economy. V olksw agen’s alternative 
petrol engine is their five-cylinder 
llObhp fuel-injection unit, which can 
also be o rdered  w ith a four-speed  
automatic transmission.

A m ore recent addition to the 
Volkswagen range is the new LT, leading 
to more success for Auto-Sleepers. At the 
1997 Birmingham show, their LT-based 
Medallion was voted both class and over
all winner in the Caravan Club’s presti
gious design awards. No mean achieve
ment for a model which had only been 
introduced a few months earlier.

Like its little brother, the new LT 
benefits from a host of driver-friendly 
features plus, for the Medallion, VW ’s 
2.5-litre direct-injection turbo-diesel 
engine, pow er-assisted steering and 
five-speed gearbox. Cab appointments 
include height-adjustable seat belts, 
m ulti-adjustable d riv er’s seat w ith 
headrests and a stereo cassette radio.

Both the LT and Transporter come 
w ith  V o lk sw a g e n ’s s tan d ard  12- 
month. unlimited mileage warranty, 
which can be extended at extra cost 
for an additional 12 or 24 months.
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V O L K S W A G E N
TROOPER
Low-profile or solid-sided elevating roof. 
Trooper continues to command a leading 
place in the Auto-Sleeper Volkswagen range.

A
s a direct result of 
continous devel
opm ent at Auto- 
S le e p e rs , th e ir  

unique elevating roof Trooper 
has now emerged as two distinct 
models, with the arrival o f the 
Trooper Low Profile. This takes 
advantage of an aerodynamical- 
ly designed fabric elevating roof 
to create an even sleeker, wind- 
cheating profile. Either roof is 
g rafted  so neatly  on the VW 
Transporter base that it is virtu
ally impossible to see where the 
one ends and the other begins.

L o w -p ro file  o r s tan d a rd

assured by Trooper’s transverse 
settee, which is fitted with a pair 
of inertia-reel lap-and-diagonal 
safety belts, while sliding windows 
provide ventilation w hether on 
the move or on site. For a snack 
during a journey break. Trooper’s 
adjustab le  tab le  can be p o s i
tioned next to the cab passenger 
seat, which can be turned to face 
into the dinette. Trooper’s main 
table fits in front o f the settee, 
w h ich  is it s e l f  co n v en ien tly  
adjacent to the kitchen unit.

Making the best use of inte
r io r  space , T ro o p e r ’s m ain  
app liances and sto rage  un its

open, or with them in a ‘ventila
tion’ position. With either roof 
‘d o w n ’, i t ’s still p o ss ib le  to 
enjoy the comfort of the lounge, 
and use the kitchen facilities.

Trooper’s settee is the key to 
comfortable sleeping accommo
dation for two, in a double bed 
which makes up very easily. A 
release catch allows the settee 
base to slide forward, its back
rest then dropping level with the 
tailgate cushion. Reversing the 
operation to daytime seating is 
just as simple. An optional roof 
bed is available with the stan
dard T rooper roof; w ith only 
two on board, this area doubles 
equally well as storage.

Privacy is assured by both 
w indow blinds and lined cur
tains. The b linds, w ith insect 
screens, are the latest from Seitz, 
with robust and durable fittings.

Generous provision is made 
for essential storage in a variety 
of cupboards and drawers, plus

an E le c tro lu x  2 3 0 v /1 2 v /g a s  
refrigerator w ith freezer com 
p a rtm en t. A d d itio n a l la rd e r 
storage is found in a top-load- 
ing locker adjacent to the drain
er, where a pair of wire baskets 
facilitate loading or unloading. 
More storage is available in the 
settee’s deep drawer unit, and 
in  a co n c e a le d  ‘b o o t’, w ith  
access  th ro u g h  th e  ta ilg a te , 
w hich a lso  g ives a lte rn a tiv e  
access  to  T ro o p e r’s handy  
wardrobe. A locker below the 
wardrobe can accommodate up 
to two gas cylinders —  4.5kg 
and 2.75kg —  in a sealed and 
externally vented compartment.

.Also standard is mains elec
tricity with RCD protection, sup
plying a 230v socket outlet, as well 
as the mains side of the refrigera
tor. Additional 12v appliances are 
supplied by the vehicle battery, 
which is monitored by a central 
control panel with a water-level 
gauge, fuses and isolator switches.

Auto-Sleeper solid-sided roof, 
Trooper is the ideal combination 
of reliable daily transport and go- 
anywhere holiday accommoda
tion. Trooper's cab is given the 
fu ll A u to -S leeper trea tm en t, 
including fitted carpet and uphol
stered , ad ju s tab le  seats w ith 
cushioned headrests. VW’s short 
wheelbase Transporter Kombi, 
supplied to motor caravan speci
fication, drives and handles like a 
car —  though not all cars come 
as standard with power steering 

and stereo cassette radio, 
such as fitted  to 

the Trooper. 
Comfort and securi

ty  fo r a co u p le  o f 
re a r  p a ssen g e rs  isATre

extend down the offside from 
behind the driver’s seat. Easy- 
clean stainless steel is the right 
choice for Trooper’s two-burner 
hob/grill and sink/drainer. Both 
are concealed beneath hinged, 
heat-resistan t w orktops when 
not needed, leaving the interior 
clean and uncluttered.

Overnight stops are simplic
ity itself. Both roof designs are 
easy to operate —  up or down 
—  by f irs t o p e ra tin g  qu ick - 
release securing catches to pro
vide generous standing head
room . T ro o p e r’s so lid -s id ed  
roof can be locked in a choice 
of three positions: raised, with 
tw o side panels in the closed 
position; w ith opposing sides

Trooper is the ideal combina
tion of holiday accommodation 
and everyday runabout, with the 
carrying capacity to make you 
the envy of your friends and 
neighbours. And at the turn of 
the key, it’s ready to take you 
wherever you want to go.

Adjustable cab seat.
Adjustable swivelling cab seat. 
Offset dinette table. 
Two-burner/grill cooker, with 
refrigerator below.
Sink with cupboards and draw
ers below.
Storage locker with removable 
baskets.
Dual access wardrobe with gas 
locker below.
Parcel shelf with storage 
below.
Dinette seat with drawer below. 
Convert to double bed.

J Table. Bed above H, l&J (not 
low profile).

K Chemical toilet in special cup 
board.

L  Side sliding door.

Length 4705mm 
Width Exc. mirrors 1940mm 
Width Inc. mirrors 2190mm 
Height 2100mm (std roof) 
Height 1980mm (low profile)

A
B
C
D

G

H

I
H&l

36www.vwT4camper.info - a useful website for owners and enthusiasts of VW T4 Transporter Campervans



V O L K S W A G E N
TRIDENT
Trident combines everyday convenience 
with touring practicality and gives motor 
caravanners what they want, with the 
Auto-Sleeper quality they expect.Vo lk sw ag en  and 

Auto-Sleepers are, 
each in their own 
way, byw ords for 

automotive excellence. Trident is 
one o f the lon g est-s tan d in g  
examples of their co-operation. 
Like the Transporter Kombi, sup
plied to Auto-Sleepers in motor 
caravan specification, Trident 
developed over the years, reflect
ing custom er needs in an on
going process which results in 
improvements, year on year.

A car-like cab and driving 
characteristics are V W ’s main 
contribution to Trident's success, 
along with choices of fuel and 
power units, manual or, with some 
engines, automatic transmission 
—  even syncro four-wheel drive.

Relaxed and confident dri
ving are inspired by ail-round 
in d ep en d en t su sp en sio n  and 
disc brakes. The high driving 
position gives clear all-round 
vision from adjustable cab seats, 
comfortably reupholstered and 
with cushioned headrests.

Building on this refined power 
unit, Auto-Sleepers rely on tried 
and tested accommodation allied 
to fittings and appliances that 
motor caravanners want. Kitchen 
and m ain storage units are 
arranged down the offside, from

behind the driver’s seat to the rear 
wardrobe. A significant improve
ment forward of the wardrobe is 
the provision of an additional win
dow, providing more daylight 
over the kitchen area.

A ppliances are chosen for 
practicality  and convenience:

A Adjustable cab seat.
B Adjustable swivelling cab seat.
C Offset dinette table. Storage 

locker, chinaware and cup 
boards above.

D Two-burner/grill cooker, with 
refrigerator below.

E Sink with cupboards and draw
ers below.

F Storage locker with removable 
baskets.

G Dual access wardrobe with gas 
locker below.

H Parcel shelf with storage 
below.

I Dinette seat with drawer below.
H&l Convert to double bed.

Table. Bed above H, l&J. 
Chemical toilet in special cup 
board.
Side sliding door.
Stainless steel roof rack and 
optional ladder.

Length 4730mm 
Width Exc. mirrors 1940mm 
Width Inc. mirrors 2190mm 
Height 2570mm

easy clean, stainless-steel two 
burner hob/grill and m atching 
sink/drainer, plus an Electrolux 
refrigerator with freezer com 
partment operating on a choice 
of 230 volt,12 volt or gas. When 
not in use, appliances are neatly 
co n cea led  b enea th  a p a ir  o f 
heat-resistant hinged worktops 
w hich , w hen c losed , leave a 
clean, uncluttered interior.

T rid en t’s k itchen  offers a 
variety of storage, including a 
deep locker with a pair of wire 
baskets, easily removed for load
ing/unloading. A portable toilet 
is located in a floor-level locker.

More storage is provided in 
a deep overcab cupboard, while 
the roof cant rails have radiused 
profiles, are trimmed in leather- 
cloth and have specially  p ro
duced fluorescent lights.

Two extra passengers can be 
carried in comfort and safety on 
Trident’s rear transverse settee, 
w hich is fitted  w ith a pa ir of 
th re e -p o in t in e r tia - re e l sea t 
belts. The o rig ina l VW  w in
dows provide ventilation while 
on the move or at rest and are

fitted with the latest Seitz blinds 
and insect screens, upgraded for 
strength and durability. Lined 
curtains add a touch of warmth, 
aided by well-placed 12v light
ing . I f  ex tra  v e n tila tio n  is 
required, the top-hinged, double- 
glazed windows in the high-top 
are supplem ented by a m ulti
position  ro o f v en tila to r w ith 
night blind and insect screen.

Snacks or main meals can be 
taken at a choice of tables: the main 
dinette table locates in front of the 
settee for comfortable meals; for 
snacks, reverse the cab passenger 
seat and set up an occasional table. 
Both are conveniently placed in 
respect of the kitchen unit.

N ig h t-tim e  arrangem en ts 
couldn’t be simpler. Release a 
catch on the settee base, which 
slides forward allowing the back
rest to drop into place to create a 
comfortable double bed. The set
tee base houses a large drawer.

Behind the settee, Trident’s 
‘parce l sh e lf ’ and concealed  
‘boot’ provide even more storage 
options, as w ell as alternative 
access to the wardrobe via the 
Transporter’s tailgate. Located at 
floor level here, and vented to 
the outside, is Trident’s gas stor
age compartment, housing up to 
one 4.5kg and one 2.75 kg Calor 
cylinders. A stainless steel roof 
rack, with optional access ladder, 
en la rges T rid e n t’s ca rry ing  
capacity even further.

Mains electricity completes 
T riden t’s all-round specifica
tion , w ired  th rough  a safe ty  
RCD to the re fr ig e ra to r  and 
230v socket outlet. T rid en t's  
remaining electrical fittings are 
12v, the supply sourced from 
th e  V W ’s o n -b o ard  b a tte ry , 
w hich can be m onitored by a 
console with switches and fuses, 
plus a fresh water level gauge.

High-top Trident combines 
ev e ry d ay  co n v en ie n ce  w ith  
tou ring  p rac tica lity . It 
g ives m otor caravan 
ners what they want, 
w ith  the A uto  
S leep e r q u a lity  
they expect.
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V O L K S W A G E N

TOPAZ
The long-wheelbase Volkswagen Topaz 
offers *coachbuilt’ facilities in a high-top 
which can be used both for daily transport 
or as luxury holiday accommodation.

From its well-appoint- 
ed cab to its full-width 
rear toilet/shower com
partment, Topaz takes 

full advantage of Volkswagen’s 
long-wheelbase chassis to pro
vide a spacious, practical interior.

S o ft fu rn ish in g s  fo r the 
coming season are a refreshing 
subtle green, featured on con
toured  cab seating and in the 
d inette /lounge. Cab seats are 
adjustable and fitted with cush
ioned headrests, and both can

of the cab, mainly original VW 
toughened glass and fitted with 
the latest Seitz blinds and fly- 
screens, reinforced for strength 
and durability. Lined curtains 
are  a lso  f i tte d  to  g iv e  th a t 
essential homely feeling to the 
interior. Windows in the high- 
top  ro o f  are  ac ry lic  doub le - 
g lazed, top -h inged  fo r m axi
mum air-flow, and are also fit
ted with blinds and flyscreens.

Topaz makes full use of the 
LWB Transporter to provide split

beneath hinged, heat-resistant 
worktops which create a clean, 
uncluttered interior when closed.

A variety of drawers and cup
boards in the kitchen base units 
provide additional storage, as 
well as overhead lockers. Seat 
bases, too, supplement this essen
tia l aspect o f a w ell-designed 
m otor caravan, offering drop- 
front access to one locker, and a 
drawer in another, making load
ing and unloading so much more 
convenient. A spacious locker 
over the cab will accommodate 
bedding, plus any overspill.

Topaz sleeps tw o as stan
d ard , a lth o u g h  a fo u r-b e rth  
option is available at tim e o f 
order. As standard, beds are a 
choice between a pair o f singles 
or a large double.

B oth 230v m ains and 12v 
fluorescent lighting keeps the 
interior bright, or can be adapt
ed to suit the mood, with the aid

be rev e rsed  to  face  in to  the 
lounge to provide a variety of 
seating arrangem ents for din
ing, relaxing or entertaining.

Seating aft of the cab compris
es an inward-facing settee and a 
single, forward-facing seat which 
has a m etal-fram e base and a 
three-point inertia-reel seat belt. 
The passenger seat may be swiv
elled to form an additional dinette.

In te r io r  sp a c io u sn e ss  is 
em phasised by 

generous h ead 
ro o m , a w e ll-b a l-  
an ced  d eco r and 
large w indow s aft

kitchen facilities aft of the lounge, 
so convenient at mealtimes. This 
arrangement also makes the best 
use of storage space.

Appliances for meal prepara
tion are located on the nearside 
and  com prise  a tw o -b u rn e r 
hob/grill in stainless steel, with 
ap p ro p ria te  sto rag e  lo ck ers  
above. Opposite is a matching 
base unit with a sink and drainer, 
plus more storage in high-level 
lockers and an Electrolux tilt- 
tolerant refrigerator with freezer 
compartment. Topaz would not 
be an Auto-Sleeper if the appli
ances were not neatly concealed

of w ell-p laced spotlights. An 
e x te rn a lly -f lu e d  b lo w n -a ir  
heater with thermostatic control 
adds a welcome touch of com
fort should the temperature fall.

Occupying a spacious area 
across the back, and partitioned 
by a cleverly-designed sliding 
door, T o p az’s se lf-con ta ined  
toilet/shower compartment, with 
fitted wardrobe, also provides 
‘e n -s u ite ’ fa c ili t ie s  th a t pu t 
some coachbuilt motor caravans 
in the shade, w ith  add itional 
access via the large ta ilga te . 
F ittings extend to T he tfo rd ’s 
electric-flush cassette toilet and 
a rem ovable, fold-down hand- 
basin. plus a toiletries locker.

In keeping w ith its luxury 
specification . Topaz features 
the la te s t C a rv e r R ap id e  
230v/gas water heater, supply
ing both  the k itch en  and the 
washroom. E lectrical supplies 
combine both 230v mains and 
12v from  a fitted  leisure b a t
tery, which are connected to a 
split-charge device to ensure it 
is k ep t fu lly  charged . A uto- 
Sleepers also fit a monitor panel 
for 12v appliances, with a fresh 
water tank level gauge.

Mains wiring is protected by 
a fitted RCD unit and miniature 
circuit breakers. Gas supplies are 
accommodated in a locker below 
the wardrobe, which will take a 
pair of 4.5 kg butane cylinders 
and is vented to the exterior.

L o n g -w h e e lb a se  T o p az  
e x te n d s  the b o u n d a r ie s  o f  
h ig h -to p  m otor ca rav an n in g  
into the realm s o f the coach- 
bu ilt —  w hile re ta in ing  that 
essential advantage o f every
day transport.

Fully adjustable swivelling cab 
seats.
Side sliding door.
Inward facing settee which con
verts to a longitudinal single 
bed using A.
Forward facing seat which con
verts to a longitudinal single 
bed using A. Alternatively 
A.C&D combine to form a 
longitudinal double bed. 
Stainless steel sink and drainer 
with refrigerator below and 
lookers above.
Two-burner grill/cooker and 
lockers above.

G Wardrobe with gas storage 
below

H Shower/toilet compartment. 
I Thermostatically controlled 

heater.
J Offset dinette table.
K Table,

Length 5120mm 
Width Exc. mirrors 1940mm 
Width Inc. mirrors 2190mm 
Height 2555mm
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V O L K S W A G E N
lo ts  o f  a lte rn a tiv e  s to rag e . 
Hanging space is provided in a 
generous wardrobe, while more 
is to hand in easy-slide seat- 
base drawers and wire baskets, 
plus lockers over the lounge.

New for 1998 is a one-piece 
overcab locker door, while the 
design of the furniture generally 
has been improved, if that’s pos
sible in an Auto-Sleeper, with the 
fitting of more gently-radiused 
hardwood door mouldings.

Clubman owners enjoy year- 
round motor caravanning, protect
ed from the weather by the latest 
Carver 3600STC heater, with gas 
or 230v Fanmaster operation, sup
plying ducted warm air around the 
interior. Hot water to the kitchen 
and washroom is supplied by a 
Carver Rapide heater, also operat
ing on gas or 230v electricity.

Gas supplies are housed in 
an ex terio r locker w ith space 
fo r up to  tw o 7kg cy linders; 
electrical appliances, including 
both 230v mains and 12v socket

plete. To make the double bed, 
simply pull the settees together.

W h a tev e r you r ch o ice  o f 
beds, th e re ’s still unim peded 
access to the wardrobe, w ash
ro o m , k itc h e n , and th e  re a r  
door. In keep ing  w ith  A uto- 
S leepers’ high standards, the 
door is fitted with an automo-

CLUBMAN
Appealing good looks and spacious, well- 
planned accommodation make the Clubman a 
‘must’ for the serious motor caravanner.

Au t o - S l e e p e r s  
u t i l i s e  
V o l k s w a g e n  ’ s 
sho rt-w heelbase

outlets, are served by a choice 
of mains via the 230v hook-up 
and RCD protection, or from an 
on-board leisure battery  w ith 
split-charge device and central 
control console.

The C lubm an's rear corner 
washroom is both well-appoint- 
ed and spacious, with new soft 
b lue  and w h ite  co -o rd in a ted  
decor. Moulded, easy clean fit
tings include a shower tray with 
inset bound-edge carpet, remov
able handbasin  and to ile tries 
storage, plus a Thetford cassette 
toilet and a large dressing mirror.

Its appealing good looks and 
well-planned, spacious 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n  
makes the Clubman 
a ‘m u s t’ fo r the 
se r io u s  m o to r 
caravanner.

pacious
t i o n
man

n

tive-style, anti-burst lock, inset 
step plus, of course, a footwell 
light. A uto-Sleepers certainly 
know how to make an entrance!

T he C lu b m a n ’s k itch en  
extends across the rear wall and 
is eq u ipped  w ith  a s ta in le ss  
steel two-burner hob and grill, 
p lus a m atching sink/drainer. 
Clubman also benefits from an 
oven , co n v e n ie n tly  lo ca ted  
beneath  the grill. The cooker 
and sink d isappear beneath  a 
pa ir o f heat-resistan t, h inged 
w orktops w hen not required , 
le a v in g  a n ea t, u n c lu tte re d  
k itc h e n  a rea . T he la te s t 
E lectro lux  tilt-to le ran t 2cu.ft 
refrigerator w ith freezer com 
partment keeps food and drinks 
fresh, w hile the k itchen  base 
unit and overhead lockers, with 
fitted chinawear for four, offer

A Adjustable cab seats,
B Dinette converts to two longitu

dinal single beds or a 
transverse double,

C Tables.
D Wardrobe with thermostatically 

controlled heater and 
Fanmaster below.

E Shower/toilet compartment.
F Two-burner/grill cooker with 

oven below.
G Stainless steel sink and drainer 

with cupboard below.

H Refrigerator with freezer com
partment and cocktail cabinet 

above,
I Cut-away cab with storage 

lockers.
1 Gas storage.

Length 5320mm 
Width Exc. mirrors 2170mm 
Width Inc. mirrors 2420mm 
Height 2770mm

Transporter chassis cab for their 
elegant Clubman —  astonishing 
that such compact looks can hide 
such well-planned and spacious 
accommodation. Clubman’s sleek 
GRP monocoque body is instantly 
recognisable as an Auto-Sleeper, 
styled to maximise interior space 
and to reflect the soft contours of 
the Volkswagen cab. The combina
tion works perfectly, with the result 
that the Clubman is both handsome 
and luxuriously equipped.

L uxu ry  s ta rts  in  the cab , 
where Auto-Sleepers spare no 
expense in providing comfort to 
m atch the V olksw agen’s car
like environm ent. A djustable 
cab seats come as standard with 
cushioned headrests. Fitted car
pet lin k s  the cab  w ith  thfe 
accom m odation aft, and lined 
curtains run on recessed track.

In  s ta n d a rd  tr im , the 
Clubman is designed for two, 
but a second double bed can be 
sp e c if ie d  sh o u ld  the  ex tra  
accom m odation  be requ ired . 
Standard sleeping arrangements 
derive from a pair o f settees —  
just right for a snooze, or for 
re lax in g  ag a in s t th e ir  raked  
b ack res t cu sh ions. A t m ea l
tim es, o r w hen en te rta in in g ,

you’ll appreciate the Clubman’s 
provision of two tables.

W hether your bedtime taste 
is for separate single beds or a 
giant double, the settees couldn’t 
be easier to convert. For single 
beds, simply pull each settee out 
slightly to allow the backrest to 
drop into place, position the arm
rests and, with the addition o f 
two cushions, the beds are com-
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Probably The Best Auto-Sleeper Deal< 
in Scotland!

Conte, ondjtidtpe faor-̂ ourse,̂  tj/ou. a/itff not />e disappointed fia ts a promise,.

, \ U l L K i

CARAVAN CENTRE
DARVEL Rd., STRATHAVEN. Tel: (01357) S22444/S222S2

Auto-Sleepers

SreWAOTgMOUU?®
THE SUSSEX MOTORCARAVAN CENTRE
SOUTH COAST ROAD (A259) • PEACEHAVEN • SUSSEX

TEL: 01273 587229 FAX: 01273 588064

|® ^Britail,'S jg g  leading indoor 
Auto-Sleeper centre

O FFIC IA L  VO LK SW A G EN  
M O TO R  CAR AVAN D E A LE R S

Auto-Sleepers
View the latest 1998 Auto-Sleepers in the warm th and com fort of a 

fully-heated, fully-carpeted showroom

You’ll also see a great selection of new and used hi-top and 
coach-built models by other leading manufacturers. Don Amott’s 
part-exchange allowances are second to none. And w e will even take 
your car or caravan in part-exchange.

Phone our Hot Line now for an instant valuation.

Don Amott 
Motorcaravans Hilton. Near Derby. 

Tel:
(0128 373)2193

Fax:
(0128 373) 3593

a i iT<"fc.ci CEPFPS IM EAST  A N G LIA
If you are amongst those people who have grown 
tired of ordinary looking cars, find 4WD vehicles 
losing their appeal, or you simply yearn for a change 
from your existing motor caravan, then take a 
drive over to Simpsons and see the next 
generatoin of leisure time AUTO-SLEEPERS 
transporters.
SIMPSONS are East Anglia’s leading supplier 
of AUTO-SLEEPERS MOTOR CARAVANS.

Over 60 New and Used Motor Caravans 
on display and available to test drive.

We are recognised
INTERBILITY
CONVERSION
SPECIALISTS

CARS/TOW CARAVANS TAKEN 
IN PART-EXCHANGi

M AKE SURE IT ’S

Simpsons
M O TO R  CA RA V A N  CENTRE

SUFFOLK ROAD, GREAT YARMOUTH, 
NORFOLK NR31 OLN.

Tel: (01493) 601696
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK.

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9 am -5.30pm, SUNDAYS 10am -4pm
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V O L K S W A G E N
MEDALLION
Auto-Sleeper’s have combined all their years of experience in 
building luxury motor caravans in Medallion — and it shows.

choice between a pair o f wide 
single beds or a ‘king-size’ dou
ble, w hich takes up the entire 
lounge area but leaves the cab 
untouched. The smoothest of seat 
mechanism s ensures effortless 
bed-m aking. O ccupants retain 
unim peded access to the cab, 
kitchen, washroom and main exit 
door, itself the epitome of solid, 
precision-built construction.

E ase o f  use is the key to 
M edallion’s success. The spare 
w heel is re ad ily  a cce ss ib le , 
rear-seat belt buckles tuck away 
when not needed, while cab and 
rear speakers for the radio cas
sette make for entertaining jour
ney breaks. Im provem ents to 
interior lighting bring additional 
sp o tlig h ts , w h ich  a re  now  
switched in pairs.

Carver provide the comfort 
for out-of-season touring, in the 
form  of their latest 3600STC 
heater, with a choice of gas or 
230v Fanmaster operation. Hot

water to mixers in the kitchen 
and  sh o w er c o m p artm en t is 
provided by the Rapide water 
h e a te r , a lso  o p e ra tin g  on a 
choice of gas or 230v mains.

The M edallion’s washroom 
o ffe rs  sp ace  and th e  la te s t 
equipment, including Thetford’s 
e le c tr ic - f lu sh  to ile t ,  p lu s  a 
handbasin with its own taps and 
trigger-operated show er head. 
T ow el ra i ls  and hoo k s fo r 
clothes are not overlooked in a 
washroom which is attractively 
co-ordinated in blue and white.

Auto-Sleepers have combined 
all their years of experi
ence in building luxu
ry motor caravans ir 
Medallion —  and , 
it shows.

s have combined
;xperi-
Lixu-

A uto-Sleepers rose 
m agnificently to 
the challenge set 
by the new  

V olksw agen LT, w hen they 
launched their all-new  luxury 
coachbuilt just a year ago. Never 
con ten t to  stand  s till, A uto- 
S leepers have developed  this 
award-winning design even fur
ther, with improved interior light
ing and a larger Electrolux RM 
4233 ‘wheelarch’ 70-litre refrig
erator with freezer compartment.

The interior layout features 
the popular arrangement o f twin 
seats on the nearside, facing a 
lengthways settee. It’s an excel
lent choice —  ask any A uto- 
Sleeper owner. Combined with 
a re a r  k itch en  and  co rn e r  
to ile t /s h o w e r  co m p a rtm en t, 
Medallion makes the very best 
use of interior space.

A no ther m aste r stroke of 
design, M edallion ’s versatile  
overcab area has proved to be a 
key attraction. Making full use 
of the cut-away cab roof, Auto- 
Sleepers cunningly provide the 
choice of overcab storage or an 
op tional second  doub le  bed. 
The ingenious overcab  b u lk 
head can be fixed  vertica lly , 
with a hatch door opening on to 
cavernous storage; alternative
ly, the bulkhead can be used to 
bridge the overcab cut-out mak

ing provision  for an optional 
double bed. Storage or double 
bed, the choice is yours.

Luxury combines with prac
tic a li ty  in the M e d a llio n 's  
k itc h e n , w here  a p p lian ce s  
extend to a Spinflo four-burner 
hob, grill and Stoves oven, all 
w ith  e le c tro n ic  ig n itio n  and

flam e-fa ilu re . The m atch ing  
sink and drainer comes with a 
hardwood chopping board.

The Medallion also caters for 
all storage requirements, in cup
boards, drawers and overhead 
lockers. Hanging space is pro
vided in a large wardrobe, with 
yet m ore storage space in the 
dinette/lounge, and in seat bases. 
Attention to detail is evident all 
around, but perhaps mostly in 
the easy-access settee base.

In terio r storage is supple
m ented by a spacious exterior 
locker —  bigger than its door 
suggests —  plus a stainless steel 
roof rack and ladder. Rear comer 
steadies are fitted as standard.

Sleeping arrangements com
prise the popular Auto-Sleepers

A Adjustable cab seats.
B Forward facing seat, 

t  C Rear facing seat. B&C convert 
to form a longitudinal single 
bed.

D Inward facing seat form s a lon
gitudinal single bed. B,C&D 
combine to form a transverse 
double bed.

E Wardrobe with thermostatically 
controlled heater and 
Fanmaster below.

F Shower/toilet compartment.

G Four-burner hob with cooker,

grill and oven below.
H Stainless steel sink and drainer 

with cupboard below and lock
ers above.

I Tilt-tolerant refrigerator with 
cocktail cabinet above.

J  Gas storage.
K Table.
L Cut-away cab with storage 

locker or optional bed.

Length 6155mm
Width Exc. mirrors 2230mm
Width Inc. mirrors 2670mm
Height 2890mm
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A motor caravan w ith all the 
refinem ent and d istinction you’d 
expect from Mercedes.
Just one glimpse of the 
aerodynamically flow ing lines, the 
flared wheel arches and the ultra
modern interior confirms that this is a 
new benchmark in motor caravan 

design.
Based on the award-winning Vito, 
features include front wheel drive 
with rack and pinion power steering 
and independent suspension with 

disc brakes all round.
There is a choice of powerful two litre 
130bhp petrol injection engine using 
the latest four valve per cylinder 
technology, or an economical and

rugged 79bhp diesel. A five speed 
manual gearbox is fitted as standard, 
w ith the option of four speed 
automatic on the petrol model.
High efficiency halogen headlamps, 
foglamps, wipers with a large swept 
area, a safety steering column and 
safety cell construction all contribute 
to passenger protection which, in the 
design of the Vito, is paramount.
From the driving seat, i t ’s so 
comfortable, spacious, refined and 
manoeuvrable that you’ll think you’re 
driving a Mercedes car. 
Comprehensive instrumentation and 
warning lights provide all the 
information you need.
The dashboard mounted gearshift

creates even more floorspace and a 
sliding door on either side provides 
superb accessibility.
Vito, quite exceptional for motor 
caravans. But then it is a Mercedes.

M erced es-B en z

New Vito from Mercedes.
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T H E  A U T O - S L E E P E

MERCEDES
BENZ Sprinter and Vito —  the 

dynamic duo from Germany’s 
top motor manufacturer get the 
full Auto-Sleeper treatment.

Two quite distinctive mod
els make up the 1998 
range from  M ercedes- 
Benz. Both the Sprinter 
and Vito are beautifully designed and 

engineered, and in the hands of 
Britain’s leading motor caravan man
ufacturer, combine high quality with 
up-to-the-minute styling.

Behind the Sprinter launch was a 
massive £700-million investment by 
Mercedes-Benz covering the design, 
development and advanced manufac
turing facilities for 
this exciting  new 
range. Its good 
looks, aerodynamic 
styling and pedigree 
make Sprinter a base 
to which motor cara
vanners aspire. Add /  
longevity, built-in  
safety features and 
economy of owner
ship, and it’s clear 
that Sprinter has a 
lot to offer.

Power to the 
S p rin te r’s rear 
wheels comes from 
an all-new 120bhp 
2.9-litre direct-injec- 
tion turbo-d iesel 
engine with five 
cylinders and intercooler for even 
g reater efficiency . The standard  
transmission is a five-speed manual, 
with the option on this engine of a 
four-speed automatic. Power-assisted 
rack-and-pinion steering is another 
standard feature.

A com fortable ride com bined 
with precise handling is assured by 
independent front suspension, includ
ing parabolic springs and front/rear

anti-roll bars. Controlled braking 
derives from discs all round, plus the 
added reassurance of anti-lock brak
ing. Rear-wheel drive coupled with 
the Sprinter’s ‘ASR’ rear-wheel anti
slip system will be appreciated in off- 
road situations.

Four-way adjustable cab seats 
with headrests provide driver and 
passenger comfort, with the addition 
of height-adjustable seat belts and a 
multi-outlet heating and ventilation 
system. Instrumentation is clear and

easy to interpret, while minor con
trols and switchgear all fall readily to 
hand. Access to and from the cab is 
unimpeded, with the floor-mounted 
gear lever positioned well forward 
and out of the way. Excellent forward 
vision is complemented by large cab 
door mirrors giving a clear view of 
the road behind.

The compact Mercedes-Benz Vito 
was introduced even more recently

than the Sprinter. It’s 15ft 6in body 
length combined with a transverse 
front engine driving the front wheels 
gives truly car-like driving and han
dling. Ride comfort is assured by all
round independent suspension.

Vito engines are a choice between 
a 79bhp normally-aspirated diesel 
and a powerful 130bhp petrol engine 
with four-valve technology, already 
proven on Mercedes-Benz cars. The 
petrol engine can also be specified 
with a four-speed automatic transmis

sion.
Vito styling and 

engineering  — as 
expected of Mercedes- 
Benz — are bang up 
to date, with flowing, 
w ind-cheating  lines 

,and sm artly  flared  
wheel-arches. Safety 
is param ount, with 
such features as disc 
brakes all round, high- 
efficiency headlights 
and a safety steering 
column. Vito also fea
tures sliding doors on 
both nearside and off
side.

Both Sprinter and 
Vito benefit from free 
firs t-year servicing, 

with major service intervals stretched 
to 27,000 miles. This, plus a comput- 
er-aided diagnostic system, means 
that owners spend more time touring 
than having the vehicle serviced. 
Standard Mercedes-Benz warranty 
period is 12 months, though the driv
eline warranty is extended a further 
12 months and up to 125,000 miles. 
Mechanical breakdown cover up to 
five years is also available.
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M E R C E D E S - B E N Z

MONTANA The Montana’s trendy good looks 
belie its pedigree, being both 
Auto-Sleeper and Mercedes-Benz.

leisure battery. Gas supplies — 
up to two 4.5kg cylinders — are 
safely housed in a sealed com
partment beneath the refrigera
tor, where a separate floor-level 
cupboard accom m odates a 
portable toilet.

Excellent storage space cen
tres around a large wardrobe 
w ith a locker above. The 
M ontana's kitchen base unit 
also provides storage for food

A
uto-Sleepers real
ly pulled out all 
the stops in the 
design  of the ir 

Vito-based Montana which, for 
the coming season, is available 
with either a stylish high-top or 
a low-line fabric elevating roof. 
Vito is the very latest compact 
base vehicle from Germany s 
premier automotive manufac
turer, offering that ideal combi
nation of holiday accommoda
tion and everyday transport 
with car-like handling and ride 
comfort.

The M ontana h ig h -to p ’s 
roof design, perfectly matched 
to the V ito’s flowing, wind- 
cheating lines, offers generous 
interior headroom and storage. 
The high-top Montana is avail
able in two-berth form only. 
Should additional accommoda
tion be required, this is avail
able in the Low Profile model. 
The fabric-sided elevating roof, 
when raised , allow s a full- 
length mattress to be lowered, 
access to which is by a neat 
folding ladder. The Low Profile 
roof can be raised and lowered 
with ease — and even with the 
roof down, it’s perfectly possi
ble to prepare and enjoy a meal 
in comfort.

Com pact at ju s t 15ft 6in 
long, Montana succeeds in pro
viding everything that today’s 
m otor caravanner dem ands, 
plus the space in which to relax 
in comfort.

Versatile seating — a hall
m ark of A uto-S leepers — 
includes driver and passenger 
seat swivels, enabling separate 
dinettes to be created, using the 
two tables and individual rear 

seats. The latter 
J j h a v e  metal bases 

v and are fitted with 
three-point inertia 

W  reel seat belts.

Behind the rear seat on the 
nearside, Montana’s kitchen is 
equipped with a two-burner hob 
and grill, plus a sink and drainer 
— both in matching easy-clean 
stainless steel. Conveniently 
housed in a unit opposite is an 
Electrolux 2cu.ft refrigerator 
w ith freezer com partm ent, 
operating on a choice of 230v 
mains or gas, plus 12v when 
travelling. To supply the fridge, 
as well as Montana’s numerous 
additional electrical appliances, 
a 230v m ains hook-up w ith 
RCD is fitted, along with 12v 
supplies from  an optional

and utensils, while more bulky 
items can be stowed in rear seat 
bases. High-top Montana also 
benefits from a cavernous over
cab locker.

At n ight, the V ito ’s cab 
seats fold flat and combine with 
their respective rear seats to 
form a pair of comfortable sin
gle beds, up to 6ft 3in long 
(1.90m). Privacy is assured by 
lined curtains all round, plus 
blinds and insect screens for the 
rear double-glazed acrylic win
dows. Interior lighting is by 
recessed 12v fluorescent f it
tings, leaving no comer in the 
dark.

Whether in high-top or low- 
line forms, Montana is a stylish 
all-rounder, w ith options of 
blown-air heating and a battery 
charger to add to its already 
generous specification . Its 
trendy design, engineering 
pedigree and choice of roof 
styles make Montana that extra 
bit special.

Fully adjustable swivelling cab 
seats. A&B form a single bed or, 
with A swivelled, a twin dinette. 
Front facing seat which converts 
to two longitudinal single beds. 
Refrigerator with gas storage 
below and lockers above. 
Wardrobe with chemical toilet 
below.
Stainless steel sink and drainer 
with cupboard below and lockers 
above.
Two-burner hob/grill with cup
board below.

G Cab with storage locker above 
(high-top only).

H Tables.
I Side sliding doors.

Length 4735mm 
Width Exc. mirrors 2030mm 
Width Inc. mirrors 2220mm 
Height 2550mm (high-top) 
Height 1970mm (low profile)

A

B

C

D

E

F
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I ntroduced only a year 
ago, the Mercedes-Benz 
Sprinter-based Medallion 
incorporates the very best 
of Auto-Sleepers’ craftsman

ship w ith that sought-after 
three-pointed star.

Its pedigree as a coachbuilt 
A uto-Sleeper is self-evident 
from  the graceful, 
aerodynamic lines of 
the GRP monocoque 
body to the luxury and 
practicality of the inte
rior. H ere, the 
lounge/dinette features 
a new layout aft the 
cab which com bines 
twin seats on the near
side with a settee on 
the offside. Plenty of 
space in which to dine, 
relax or entertain  in 
style and comfort, and 
to enjoy music from 
the four-speaker stereo cassette 
radio.

K itchen, w ashroom  and 
wardrobe are sensibly grouped 
at the back, where the wash
room occupies the offside rear 
comer and the kitchen extends 
across the rem ainder of the 
back wall. Appliances encom
pass a Spinflo four-burner hob.

a sturdy precision-fitting unit 
which comes with an automo- 
tive-style anti-burst lock, inset 
and slide-away step, grab han
dle and footwell lights. Interior 
lighting is through spotlights, 
both in the roof and on the 
underside of the pelmets.

Sleeping arrangements are a 
straight choice between a pair of 
single beds or a ‘king-size’ dou
ble w hich covers the entire 
lounge area, but doesn’t need 
one single additional cushion. 
W hichever arrangement is in 
use, occupants retain free access 
to the cab and all facilities at the 
back, including the door.

Medallion’s washroom fit
tings reflect its luxury status,

with shower, electric-flush cas
sette toilet and a fixed handbasin. 
Hot water supplies here and in 
the kitchen are provided by the 
latest Carver Rapide 230v/gas 
water heater, while cold-weather 
comfort throughout is courtesy 
of the Carver 3600STC heater 
with gas or 230v Fanm aster 
operation, supplying ducted 
warm air around the interior. 
Important detail fittings in the 
washroom are twin towel rails 
and clothes hooks, and a gener
ously sized acrylic mirror.

The Medallion is every inch 
an A uto-S leeper, and that 
fam ous th ree-po in ted  
sta r on the bonnet 
makes it all the more 
sough t-afte r by 
today's discerning 
motor caravanner.

m ted
m et

I S

MEDALLION
Every inch an Auto-Sleeper, the Mercedes- 
Benz Medallion is even more sought after by 
the discerning motor caravanner.

ous wardrobe provides space 
for ‘smart’ clothes to hang.

More space for bulky items, 
e.g. bedding, is available in the 
M edallion ’s ingeniously  
designed overcab, where a sin
gle door opens on to a cav
ernous locker. The clever 
design comes with the facility 
to unclip  the lo ck er’s front 
bulkhead, which then can be 
used to bridge the Sprinter’s 
cut-away cab, creating the base 
for the overcab bed.

M edallion  is also ‘user- 
friendly’ — for example the 
spare wheel is conveniently 
relocated under the floor at the 
back, where it’s easily reached 
if needed. Other exterior fea
tures include a useful ‘w et’ 
locker on the nearside, more 
spacious than its access door 
suggests. Also standard is a 
stainless steel roof rack and lad
der for equipment you don’t 
want to store inside.

An essen tia l part of the 
Medallion’s specification is its 
GRP coachbuilt nearside door,

Fully adjustable cab seats. 
Froward-facing seat.
Rear facing seat. B&C convert to 
form a longitudinal single bed. 
Inward facing seat forms a longi
tudinal single bed, B, C&D com
bine to form a transverse double 
bed.
Wardrobe with thermostatically 
controlled heater and 
Fanmaster below.
Shower/toilet compartment. 
Four-burner hob with cooker 
grill and oven below.
Stainless steel sink and drainer 
with cupboards below and lock
ers above.

I Tilt-tolerant refrigerator with 
cocktail cabinet above, 

i  Gas storage.
K Table.
L Cut-away cab with storage 

locker or optional bed.

Length 6155mm 
Width Exc, mirrors 2230mm 
Width Inc. mirrors 2670mm 
Height 2890mm

and Stoves grill and oven with 
electronic ignition and flame- 
failure, plus a matching sink 
and drainer with a hardwood 
chopping board. Adjacent to the 
nearside caravan door, another 
attractively designed base unit 
houses M edallion ’s larger 
Electrolux ‘wheelarch’ refriger

ator which features three-way 
operation and a freezer com
partment.

Storage abounds both in and 
above the kitchen base unit, and 
in the adjacent fridge housing. 
This is extended in aircraft- 
style roof lockers in the lounge, 
where seat bases will accom
modate bulkier items. A gener-

A
B
C

D

E
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London &  the H om e Cou
Essex and Bowers combined efforts make sure 

that not only are we able to supply the 
Auto-Sleeper model of your choice but also 

provide a comprehensive sales and after sales 
service that you would expect from two of 

Auto-Sleepers leading dealers.
Our skilled workshop staff offer comprehensive 
servicing and fitting of those extra accessories. 

We specialise in adapting for the disabled.
Essex and Bowers offer the best part 

exchange deals and remember we're open 
at both locations seven days a week!

j&T
Auto-Sleepers

Jio  LUTON AIRPORT EXIT

B e e le a te r Pub

M1 J1 0 (3 m ile s ) 1081 ( A 5) Harpen<JenTown ( I 1® mites)

KINS80URNE
QREEN

Car
Park

G R E E N L A W N S

D u n m o w  R o a d  • T a k e le y  ■ E s s e x  • T e l : 01279 870755 K in s b o u r n e  G r e e n  • H a r p e n d e n  • H e r t s  ■ 01582 713094

XOf i t *

&

For 10 consecutive 
years.

J ? P ’ '&S>V .0* ,5^

■rfV

A»S

\ \ i '

AUTO-SLEEPER 
OWNERS’ CLUR

MRS SHEILA HENTHORNE 
144 Devonshire Hill Lane 

London N17 7NH

Monthly Newsletter with latest 
factory news

Frequent club rallies countrywide 
and abroad

Meet fellow enthusiasts -  over 
3,200 members

r Officially supported by 
Auto-Sleepers Ltd

( Full details from Membership 
Secretary
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T O U R I N G

MEDALLION IN 
NORMANDY

The idea was to visit Giverny, former home of impressionist painter, Claude Monet; 
but Stuart Bladon found much more to explore in Normandy.

Chateau Beaumesnil was closed 
for lunch: how very inconsid
erate! Oh well, if the French 
regard the hours from 12 to 

2pm as sacrosanct, so could we. That’s the 
advantage of being in an Auto-Sleeper — 
everything is with you. We found a lovely 
quiet setting by a field of poppies, and had 
our own lunch, returning at leisure to 
spend the afternoon wandering in the 
grounds and walking around the beautiful 
lake.

Our holiday turned out to be one of the 
best we have enjoyed in recent years, and 
by a strange chance the other one was in an 
Auto-Sleeper, too!

By way of a change we crossed the 
Channel using the new Stena high speed 
ferry, Lynx, from Newhaven to Dieppe. It 
proved a very effic ien t way to get to 
Normandy, avoiding the long-sea crossings 
from ports farther west. The big catamaran 
gives a very stable and comfortable ride, 
but there had been doubts about whether 
Medallion into Lynx would go.

“I think you’ve triggered the height 
a la rm ,” said the loading o fficer at 
Newhaven as he checked the Medallion, 
confirming that all was well. It was only 
the aerial that had broken the beam. But we 
were always very aware that we needed 3 
metres of height-clearance for safety. On 
one occasion we had to get a supermarket 
barrier — intended to keep lorries out — 
raised so that we could fill up at only £2 a 
gallon. This was one benefit o f an 
exchange rate giving nearly 10 francs to 
the £1 while we were there. For the first 
time in many years we felt we were getting 
good value in France.

Dieppe proved a good starting point, 
and a pleasant, relaxed run of only 90 
miles from our chosen first site. Camping 
Le Colombier, near Moyaux, north-east of 
Lisieux appealed so much that we booked 
in for several days, enjoying its quiet set

ting and large, heated swimming pool.
The M edallion  is based on 

V olksw agen’s LT 35 chassis w ith the 
excellent Audi-derived 2.5-litre direct 
injection diesel engine, with turbocharger 
and intercooler, driving the rear wheels 
through a five-speed gearbox. It’s lively 
and untiring to drive, and doesn’t seem to 
be struggling when cruising at around 65- 
70 mph. It can also put on a surprisingly 
good turn of acceleration when needed.

Power-assisted steering is responsive, 
and the advantage of rear-wheel drive is 
that the Volkswagen LT 35 has a very tight 
turning circle, making it much easier to 
manoeuvre in tight quarters. Also good is 
the provision of disc brakes both front and

rear, with internal venting at the front. It 
does much for confidence to feel that you 
really can stop in a short distance whenev
er needed.

Over the next few days we enjoyed 
exploring the area betw een Caen and 
Rouen. After Beaumesnil came Chateau 
Vendeuvre’s beautiful park and gardens. 
The owner has a great sense of humour, as 
we discovered  in the Surprise W ater 
Gardens.

Two luxury homes: the other one. in the 
background, is Chateau de Beaumesnil.

Worth the wart: fine lake and fountains 
at Beaumesnil.

Pause to admire the statue of a scantily 
dad  lady, but watch out; suddenly a jet of 
water shoots from one of tw o strategic 
points on the statue. At other places, sur
prise jets of w ater squirt from birds, from 
the gutters of the little garden room, and 
from the mouths of the great tortoises. 
Children love it, and shrieks of laughter are 
heard as visitors get an unexpected shower. 
Vendeuvre is also well worth exploring 
inside.
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ABOVE: Tranquillity at Chateau de Canon.

CENTRE: Spacious and well-equipped 
site at Camping le Coiombier, near 
Lisieux; after the first couple of days 
we saved the cost of mains electricity.

RIGHT: In the magnificent floral park de 
la Colline aux oiseaux in the centre of 
Caen.

On the way back my wife, Jennetta, 
navigated the M edallion immaculately 
along minor roads which are much more 
in te resting  when you re ju s t touring. 
M ichelin’s Sheet 231 is invaluable for 
exploring Normandy.

For a week we enjoyed touring the 
region, always finding something new and 
fascinating . A t F ala ise  we w andered 
through the Avenue des Automats, depict
ing wonderful working models of people 
and animals in various scenes a devel
opment of the moving miniatures we had 
seen at Vendeuvre.

High on any list of features which put 
this Auto-Sleeper ahead of other motor 
caravans are its big side windows. We 
appreciated them especially at Falaise. 
Parked high up and looking down on the 
river, we opened the windows to the hori
zontal and enjoyed a memorable view as 
well as a very welcome, refreshing breeze.

Our return to the site coincided with a 
concert of classical music, followed by free 
wine and snacks. That’s the sort of bonus 
you might find at a good camp site. The 
owner also organised swimming competi
tions and a grand fireworks display to con
clude Bastille Day celebrations. All these 
little extras, plus the lovely surroundings, 
helped make the £15 a night charge seem 

| well justified.
Gradually we ticked off the lis t of 

places to visit, such as the magnificent 
Basilica at Lisieux and the beautiful walled 
gardens of Chateau Canon at Mezidon. 
They’re all listed in the leaflet Parks and 
G ardens o f  N o rm a n d y , free from  the

French Government Tourist Office. Other 
pamphlets about the area can usually be 
picked up at camp site offices.

The main objective — Givemy, home 
of the famous impressionist painter Claude 
Monet — is down towards Paris. We were 
advised to be there early, so we moved to a 
new site, Domaine d’lnchelin near Mantes 
__chosen again because it boasted a swim
ming pool.

At 10.15 next morning the road past the 
Claude Monet museum and gardens was 
already busy with coaches. Admission of 
£3.50 each allowed us to explore Monet’s 
cottage and then wander through the gar
dens to the beautiful lily lake, whose tricks 
of ligh t and shade so fascinated  and 
inspired him. But after the relative tran
quillity of the less popular chateau visits, 
the crowds at Givemy were a bit of a con
trast.

Next target was Chateau Gaillard at Les 
Andelys which, after a healthy walk, gives 
superb views over the Seine. Built in 1196 
by Richard the Lionheart, King of England 
and Duke of Normandy, its worthy purpose 
was to bar the King of France’s way to 
Rouen. Ah, those were the days, when the 
English told the French what to do!

There was much more to see, but with 
time running out we headed for Caen, little 
realising how much there is of interest 
there. The magnificent Memorial Museum, 
opened on the 50th anniversary of the 
Normandy landings, kept us enthralled for 
three hours, at the end of which we felt we 
would gladly go back another day and find 
much more to see.

Admission is free, but only to the main 
building. The descent into the historical 
labyrinth and captivating film-shows costs 
£8 each (free for war veterans). The split
screen film records activity in the run-up to 
the invasion, while the other half depicts 
life under German occupation, blissfully 
unaware of the storm about to break.

After such a long absence, it was a 
relief to get back to the Auto-Sleeper and 
find that it had not been broken into. The 
car park is patrolled and the vehicle had a 
self-arming security device, so it could not 
easily be stolen.

The nearby gardens of Colline aux 
Oiseaux readily mopped up another two 
hours, wandering about admiring the mag
nificent floral displays and the enormous 
rose garden.

After a long but superb day, we were a 
little late in the evening seeking a camp 
site; those along the coast seemed noisy 
and crowded. The answer is to head inland, 
where the choice is better and sites are less 
congested. We finished up sharing a huge 
field with only about 12 other tents and 
motor caravans. Facilities were basic, but 
that’s the advantage of being in a fully- 
equipped luxury motor caravan — you can 
be entirely self-sufficient.

Light rain fell for the first time of our
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holiday, but we were snug and comfort
able. The Medallion is an excellent com
promise between compactness and ease of 
driving, yet providing ample space to move 
about the interior. All facilities are on 
board, including a very practical shower. 
Much of this versatility comes from the 
clever packaging, which makes plenty of 
storage space available. All our bedding, 
for example, stowed away in the spacious 
compartment over the cab.

The bed arrangements in the Medallion 
are the best we have come across. There’s 
no rearranging of cushions and trying to fit 
everything together; just three seat units to 
be released and allowed to slide gently for
ward, turning into one of the largest beds I 
have ever measured — over 6ft wide and 
6ft 5in long.

What does such an expedition cost, tak
ing ten days to explore the finer parts of 
Normandy? Well, it’s what you care to 
make it. We spent quite a lot on top-grade

camp sites, because we enjoyed spacious 
ones with swimming pools. The cheapest 
we found was the unmanned, pay-and-dis- 
p lay  converted  car park  ju s t outside 
H onfleur, the pretty  seaside v illage 
beloved by so many artists , but now 
seething with tourists. We could have 
stayed in that attractive waterside site for 
any 24-hour period for only £3.

The Auto-Sleeper Medallion has full 
provision for plugging in mains power, of 
course; but if you are on tour each day, you 
don’t need it. Interior lighting is unusually 
generous, with no fewer than four spot- 
lamps each side, plus four more over the 
kitchen, two over the cooker and sink, and 
three in the shower compartment. Never 
before have I been able to read so easily in 
a motor caravan at night. The auxiliary bat
tery supported all this without a flicker, 
saving the often quite high cost of on-site 
electricity.

We used hardly any motorways, so 
paid only £4 in tolls for the impressive new 
Xormandy Bridge and adjoining short sec
tion of autoroute, and about £2 for the Pont 
de Brotonne on the way south. Progress on 
the ordinary roads was always more inter
esting and not much slower, as well as 
allowing stops to be made wherever we 
fancied.

ABOVE: Allow several hours for a 
fascinating tour of the war memorial 
museum at Caen —  it ’s not to be missed.

The peaceful lily pond at Givemy, with 
its wonderful reflections, was an 
inspiration for Claude Monet.

ABOVE: By the water, and the old castle 
at Falaise, where the Avenue des 
Automats merits a visit.

LEFT: The beautiful walled gardens of 
Chartreuses are a special feature of 
Chateau de Canon.

CENTRE: The American garden of peace 
at the Caen war museum.

Overall fuel consumption was 27.2 
mpg — an impressive figure for such a big 
vehicle, driven briskly, reflecting the effi
ciency of the engine as well as the smooth 
shape of the body. Wherever we stopped 
its sleek curv es were frequently admired, 
contrasting with the rectangular, boxy 
shapes of other, mainly German, motor 
caravans. Jennetta became accomplished at 
giving conducted tours in capable French 
for people who showed interest.

Total distance from our home just north 
o f London to N ew haven, all over 
Normandy and back, was only just over 
1000 miles. By choosing the right places to 
buy fuel — usually, but not always super
markets —  diesel expenditure was only 
around £80.

The cost o f the N ew haven-D ieppe 
Stena Lynx  can be trimmed by avoiding 
peak times, which (for summer 1997) kept 
it within £200 standard return charge. 
What’s that you say? A 6-metre limit for 
motor caravans on the Lynx? Well, the 
Medallion is only slightly over that, and 
I’m sure they won't fall out with you over 
a mere 155mm! I hope not, because this 
new fast ferry has opened up fresh possi
bilities for touring in Normandy. But the 
2890mm height is the absolute limit.

Reflecting on the magnificent luxury 
which those Norman dukes built around them,
I felt that we didn’t do too badly, 
either, with all the comfort and con
venience of our Medallion. And 
we had the advantage that we 
could take our luxuries 
us wherever we went!
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SAFEGUARD
SPECIALISTS IN MOTORCARAVAN INSURANCE

INSURANC E
•  12 Month Continental use •  NO W  including:-
•  £2 000 Personal Effects Cover AA  Breakdown Services

(any one item £250) w * hin UK and. EuroPe
•  £1 000 Cover on Awnings and *  w ith  N 0  restrictions on the 

Gas Bottles size of the M otorcaravan.

•  Cover on damage caused by 
explosion of gas appliances

•  £500 Portable Generator Cover The BreakCj0wn section applies
•  £5 000 Personal Accident Cover only to Motorcaravans up to
•  Legal Expenses Cover soy^otag..

TRA VEL COVER
•  A 5% Discount for Couples on 

an Individual Trip basis.
•  25% Discount for deletion of 

baggage cover.
•  Cover for up to 90 days any one trip
•  24 Hour English Speaking Medical 

Emergency Helpline.
•  21 days winter sports extension 

included in Annual Cover
•  Legal advisory Service and Legal 

Expenses Insurance.

For Full Details or a Quotation on the Insurance or Travel Cover contact 
SA FEG U AR D  SC H EM E M A N AG EM ENT  

C h a rle s  H o u s e , L o w  L a n e , H o rs fo rth , L e e d s , L S 1 8  5 J A T e le p h o n e  0113  2o8 1614
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C L U B  & C O M P A N Y  R A LL Y

The Eureka Jazz Band acquired a sinu
ous singer — complete with long flowing 
dress and loud hailer! Grown-up boys 
explained to their children the eternal 
magic of steam-driven machines; Travel of

John Page joined enthusiastic Auto-Sleeper owners at their 
annual Club & Company Rally, in Malvern

IN GOOD
COMPANY
Whoever was responsible 

this year for the offering 
to the gods to guarantee 
good weather must have 

put a little water in the wine. A goodly 
measure of water came back as a reminder 
not to mess with the deities.

Fortunately, enough sunny periods 
allowed all outdoor events to continue and 
delight us all. Ironically, the first rally fire
work display attracted the heaviest down
pour, so who said Zeus lacks humour?

Friday, midday, and the proceedings 
opened quietly, until we were in range of the 
nostalgic fairground organ, which few could 
claim to be too young to remember. Old 
friends and new parked in ranks that even a 
pilot at 20,000ft would recognize as an Auto- 
Sleeper gathering. A reassurance that Auto- 
Sleeper folk rally as they drive, in style.

Following the formal opening, the pop
ular General Knowledge Quiz was lost 
again by those of us whose memory was 
mysteriously blunted by the fruitful grape, 
and won by others who kept to lemonade, 
or so they said. Credit to Neville Jelfs and 
Phil Bennett for a super mix of questions. 
Line-dancing was a pleasure for all those 
who love to dance but prefer to have some
one point them in the right direction.

Saturday dawned humid and promising 
the odd shower. Nothing disturbed a con
tinuous programme of entertainment from 
10am to 11pm but, in the essence of this 
delightfully casual rally, with no compunc
tion to do more than socialise with friends 
The enormously popular Company Stores 
Shop amazed me with its extensive stock; 
recuperation from coffee or tea brought 
everything back to normal. Just in case we 
had forgotten which brand of motorhome 
had brought us all together — there they 
all were in a circle like pioneers defending 
against Red Indians. The new Medallion 
and Montana attracted the most attention 
and admiration.

though I might have caught a g l i f  — o f  
the Mystic One in the back row

No disrespect to last year's Mai verm 
Hills Brass Band, but the Stourport lot :* - 
year absolutely played their socks off tc 
resounding applause. And, if that didn't ge: 
to your emotions then the New Zealan; 
Maori Dancing had to — it was so obvi
ously from the heart.

The rounders match —  the company 
versus the club — was a hoot, with at least 
a dozen different interpretations of the 
rules; the most successful simply made 
them up as they ran.

Came the evening, dancing to the 
Benny Goodman style of “The Midnight 
H our” band was the indoor choice, or 
hitching a ride in one of the tethered hot- 
air balloons the adventurous alternative. As 
the evening twilight deepened so the drama

LEFT: The new vehicle dis
play and Company marquee 
formed the nucleus of the 
weekend’s activities.

BELOW: The falconry dis
play included, for the first 
time this year, Barney the 
Bam Owl.

FAR LEFT: Tethered hot-air 
balloon trips took place 
far into the evening.

LEFT:__and so back
home.

a different kind cbdc frocn tre hzwks. fal
cons and owls flown so expertly by Sh-un 
and Alan of Abfcxr. Falconry. The bam owi 
was new tins y& iz and so perfectly formed 
to ghost noiselessly dKxtgh the night

Seminars oo gas appliances by Carv er 
and vehicle electrics by Anto-Sleeper tech
nical staff were well attended by owners. 
The idea will almost certainly be repeated 
next year, with possibly an even more 
ambitious programme.

Anyone who thought Morris dancing 
was a male preserve was in for a shock 
when the Old Meg Morris Dancers twirled 
their skirts and banged their boots in time 
to the accordion. All agreed that the boys’ 
fluttering hankies and clashing rolling pins 
might just lose out to these pretty girls,

CENTRE: The Stourport 
Brass and Silver Band —  
as evocative as ever, play
ing many old favourites.

o f the gas flam es inside the balloons 
heightened. And finally, in the heaviest 
downpour of the day. the fireworks glit
tered; the hardy watchers dampened, but 
we all agreed this was the best yet.

On Sunday, the traditional Salvation 
Army service brought proceedings to a 
quiet close —  goodbyes were exchanged 
and I drove home with memories of a 
weekend spent in good company.

The 1998 Auto-Sleeper Owners Club and 
Compamy Rally will again be held at the 
Three Counties Showground. Malvern, from 
the 10th to the 12th July. Whilst this event 
is primarily for Club members, day visitors 
are welcome on Saturday, 11th July, when 
they will also be welcome to join the Auto- 
Sleeper Owners ’ Club.
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AUTO-SLEEPERBIUTY
An Auto-Sleeper can give new freedom for the physically 
disabled, says Nick Harding.

■ have met many physically disabled 
Auto-Sleeper owners and all agree: 
“We’d rather be in our Auto-Sleeper than 
at home.” The reason? An Auto-Sleeper 

offers all the amenities of home, but closer at 
hand, plus the means to travel — in style.

Savings can be made if any of the users 
of your new Auto-Sleeper are registered 
physically disabled. Any adaptation — 
even wheelchair ramps — and the vehicle 
is zero-rated for VAT. Auto-Sleeper deal
ers should be able to offset such Motability 
allowances against finance repayments.

You can buy new or secondhand, safe in 
the knowledge that every Auto-Sleeper com
plies with the National Caravan Council 
Habitation Code for Motor Caravans. Auto- 
Sleepers convert on all leading base vehicles, to 
each manufacturer’s standards. Most adapted 
Auto-Sleepers I’ve seen are high-tops, though 
any model could be altered to your needs.

Inside any Auto-Sleeper you’ll find the 
means for virtually complete self-sufficien
cy. For example, the refrigerator could 
store medicines as well as keeping food 
cool. All have a cooker and many a hot 
water system. Your own shower and toilet 
can make all the difference. Auto-Sleepers' 
seats are among the easiest to convert to 
beds, and every new Auto-Sleeper has its 
own heating system. Finally, no car can 
compete on storage — special lockers of 
all shapes and sizes, plus a wardrobe, cope

with everything from a wheelchair battery 
to walking sticks.

So contact Auto-Sleepers and take the 
road to freedom. They will be happy to put 
you in touch with a specialist local dealer.

Useful publications
Value Added Tax (VAT relief for people with 
disabilities) 1st August 1994, from  HM 
Customs and Excise.
•A  b rie f guide to the D isability  
Discrimination Act, from Disability on the 
Agenda, Freepost, Bristol BS38 7DE.
9M M M  M obility, produced with the 
September 1997 edition o f Motorcaravan 
Motorhome Monthly (Warners Group 
Publications Pic, The Maltings, West Street, 
Bourne, Lincolnshire PLIO 9PH).
0The Disabled Drivers’ Association maga
zine Magic Carpet. & 01508 489449.
0The Disabled Motorist is an annual publi
cation from RADAR (The Royal Association 
Disability and Rehabilitation), 
o  0171-250 3222.

FRONT UNE
Auto-Sleepers work to put the case for motor caravans.

To owners, their motor caravans 
are a major investment as well 
as prized possessions. But to 
governm ents and Eurocrats 

they are a tiny fragment of the motor vehi
cle market. M aking those people take 
notice is a constant challenge. In the front 
line is Auto-Sleepers, working with all the 
Industry to put the case for motor caravans.

Managing Director, Anthony Trevelyan, 
takes the lead as Chairman of the Society of 
Motor M anufacturers & Traders Motor 
Caravan Section and of the National Caravan 
Council’s Motor Caravan Division. He is also 
Chairman of the Motor Caravan Industry 
Publicity Committee. Homologation 
Engineer, Denzil Brunning, serves on the 
European Caravan Federation Technical 
Committee, and on the ‘Conseil Europeene de 
Normalisation’. Engineering Manager, Steven 
Riley, sits on the NCC Technical Committee.

The EC is currently considering four 
major directives, including ‘European Whole 
Vehicle Type Approval’, under which a 
motor vehicle made in one EC country will

be technically approved in another, introduc
ing many complex rules for manufacturers.

A proposed End of Life Vehicle Directive, 
to encourage motor vehicle recycling, is a 
classic example of motor caravans being 
absorbed in a proposal which could easily 
have destroyed the industry across Europe. 
Anthony Trevelyan and Denzil Brunning 
worked with the SMMT, government and var
ious European associations, explaining that 
motor caravans could not be included.

As a result, much of the directive will now 
be waived for motor caravans, but as Anthony 
Trevelyan points out, its intent will not be lost. 
‘We are very conscious of protecting the envi
ronment, but this directive could have endan
gered the Industry. We are continuing to 
examine ways in which we can move towards 
environmentally friendly methods of construc
tion and use of materials as fast as we can.’

Five new European Standards relating to 
motor caravans are imminent —  Ventilation, 
Gas Appliances, Habitation Design, 12v 
Electrical Systems and Payloads. When ratified, 
they will form part of the SMMT/NCC Code of

Practice for the design of motor caravans.
The Industry is also dedicated to widen

ing the appeal of motor caravans through the 
M otor Caravan Inform ation Service. 
Advertising, attending major exhibitions like 
the Motor Show, running a press demonstra
tion fleet, putting motor caravans on the 
Internet — all are part of the Information 
Service’s year-round programme.

The Motor Caravan Forum comprises 
manufacturers, dealers, national clubs and

editors of the specialist press, representing 
motor caravanners on issues affecting their 
leisure. In a campaign against the classifi
cation of motor caravans as commercial 
vehicles, letters were written to ministers 
and meetings held with officials, aimed at 
establishing a clear identity for motor cara
vans as leisure vehicles.

‘This work takes up a great deal of time 
and resources,’ says Anthony Trevelyan, 
‘but we are convinced it’s a good invest
ment for Auto-Sleepers’ customers.’
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A Deep into Poland —  a Talisman at 
the Szczsawnica camp site.

A  At the end of every rainbow —  a 
Trophy at Onich.

A Cyprus-the Legend of Aphrodite

A  In deepest Spain with a Duetto.

A Where’s the rally? Will anyone arrive?

A  I ’ll take the high road and ... 

▼  On reflection, it's  a Duetto.

A Ideal for mains hook-up, perhaps.
A  In the shadow of Mount Fuji, a 
Clubman in Japan.

Thanks to members 
the Auto-Sleeper 
Owners’ Club for 
submitting the 
photographs on 
this page.

A  A Clubman at Skogafoss, south-west 
Iceland, close to the Arctic Circle.
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The whole wide wonderful world of Motor 
Caravanning and deals that are hard to beat 
Yours at Europe's favourite Auto-Sleeper dealer

MOTOR CARAVANS

The complete Auto-Sleeper Centre

Our s I m w t o m s  ■  k m te tt

A selection of our used MtoHwaes

Fully equipped specialist workshop

Brom ley M o to r  Caravans is a fam ily  business established 25 years and 
one of Auto-S leepers longest established dealers. O u r  co m m itm e n t  to 
provid ing  n o t  o n ly  qu a n tity  of choice b u t  also quality and real value for 
m o n e y  goes back a long w a y . There 's a lot to  see at Bromley: including 
n e w  m odels from  A u to -S le e p e r Europe's leading manufacturer at prices 
that are hard to beat, to g e th e r w ith  the finest selection of used A u t o -  
Sleepers available a n y w h e re , and up to  150 M o to rh o m e s to  choose from. 
W e  can offer yo u  the  best part exchange allowances - and o u r friendly 
staff offe r  professional advice on all aspects of  ch o o s in g  y o u r  
M o to rh o m e . For m a n y  years w e 'v e  been recognised as Britain's leading 
specialist in vehicle conversion for  the  disabled. W e  also provide a 
Personal Export and Tax free Sales Service and a choice of finance pack
ages to  suit most needs. T h e  purpose built superm arket accom m odates a 
co m p re h e n siv e  ra n g e  of  accessories and spares, o u r  specialist 
m o to r h o m e  w o rk sh o p s  are able to undertake a ny task. W e  also offer 
national delivery and a w o r ld w id e  mail order service. Take a look at the 
m ap - you 'll  see w e 'r e  just a f e w  minutes from  Junction 1a of the M25 
and the n e w  Dartford Bridge, easily accessible from  the M 1, M 25, A 1 M  
and M11 and the entire m o t o r w a y  n e tw o rk .  So, to  guarantee y o u r  great 
deal and superb aftersales service, 'p ho n e  for o u r  stock list and brochure 
or come and see us at Belvedere - w e 're  open seven days a w eek.

Bromley Motor Caravans aftersales deportment.

55-65 AB B EY ROAD, BELVEDERE, KENT D A I 7 5DG 
TEL: 0181 311 3500 FAX: 0181 311 2607

From 
Junction 1A 

of the M25 take  
the A206 and 
then fo llow  
the B213 to  
Belvedere

We offer National delivery and Worldwide Bid order service.

PHONE 
TODAY FOR 
OUR LATEST 
STOCK LIST
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